
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

Top stories in this newsletter 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

     The deluge that descended upon Destin in the final days of April did more than 

overwhelm our streets, yards, and drainage systems; it opened a lot of eyes to the 

increasing issues our city faces when it comes to floodwater and a lack of proper drainage.  

Receiving 13.38 inches of rain in a 36-48 hour period is rare.  In fact, many say it ranks 

most closely to a 500-year event rather that even a 100-year event.  However, let us not 

forget the similar rain event we had last July.  These rains and subsequent flooding have 

made it clear that Destin’s stormwater infrastructure is in desperate need of repair.  

 It concerns me that we seem to have problems increasing in severity but we have no 

stormwater utility in place to pay for upkeep, maintenance, repairs due to deterioration, and 

upgrades.  Couple this with increasing development and rising population and it is easy to 

see how our systems are overwhelmed. 

I am thankful FEMA stepped in to help our citizens recover, and am pleased with the City 

staff’s response to this terrible event.  However, we have reached a point where we must 

help ourselves.  The primary function of local government is serving, protecting and 

providing for our citizens.  As it is now, we are unable to provide the necessary 

infrastructure to properly aid our City. 

We have shown that Destin comes together in crisis like one large family.  Unfortunately, I 

am concerned that mutual aid, love and elbow grease is no longer enough for our mounting 

stormwater issues.  Like it or not, we must consider a stormwater utility in Destin or 

Okaloosa County if we are to do anything to remedy the situation.  The majority of counties 

in Florida already have one; in fact Florida leads the nation in this regard.  At this point, I 

view it is a necessity.  Let’s not wait until we are utterly devastated.  

  

     I spoke at the last council meeting of my concern regarding the Destin Fire Control 

District making the difficult decision to cut ALS (Advanced Life Support) on Oct. 1 as a 

result of a $606k budget deficit and the failed millage increase vote to supplement costs.  

Further, the district will be dropping a truck as early as July 31, depending on the number of 

firefighters who participate in the voluntary severance incentive program versus layoffs.  

There have been several informative articles, but one, in my opinion, stands above the 

rest. Patti DeFrenza, a retired firefighter, advanced cardiac life support paramedic, and 

trained in fire department management wrote a letter that, simply, says it all.  I encourage 

you to read it so that the ramifications of what we are facing are clear.   

It is my hope and belief that the county will act so that no lives need be lost due to budget 

cuts.  Destin Log– Letter: Sound the Alarm! 

 

Did you know that staying informed is as simple as registering your email address or cell 

phone number?  The text alert option offered by the City of Destin was extremely helpful 

during both the ice storm and the May eve flood.  I received instant notifications of road 

closures, weather alerts and emergency info that proved indispensible and could be life -

saving.    You can also request to receive info on city job postings, agenda updates and 

events!  To register and learn more visit: http://www.cityofdestin.com/list.aspx 

Hurricane Season begins June 1 and we have you covered!  The City of Destin 

comprehensive guide is updated annually and provides important information for citizens 

regarding what to do before, during and after a storm. The season runs through Nov. 30.    

During an emergency, the city works with Okaloosa County Emergency Management to 

monitor weather and inform citizens of important information such as storm tracking, road/

facility closings, evacuations, etc. Okaloosa County Emergency Management is the lead 

organization during all countywide emergency situations. Another reason to sign up for 

alerts! To download the 2014 chart visit: http://tinyurl.com/DestinHurricaneReady  

 

 

 City Council Meetings: June 2nd and June 16th 

 Destin YMCA: A rejuvenation and rebranding are ahead to better market and 
attract interest to our underutilized treasure! 

 The Pros from ABC’s “Dancing With the Stars” are heading our way for a special 
charity event at Mattie Kelly Arts Center on June 19th. The event is dubbed 
“Dancing With Desire” and all proceeds from the event will benefit Horizons of 
the Emerald Coast and their efforts to help both adults and children who struggle 
with autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, and other intellectual and 
developmental disorders. For ticket info go to: www.dancingwithdesire.com 

 Florida Harley Owners Group: The HOGS are returning to Destin! The rally runs 
October 22 thru October 25 and will be headquartered this year at the Ramada Inn 
Resort on Okaloosa Island with the Ramada and Destin’s Grand Harbor anchoring 
most scheduled events. 

 In the Wings… Comp Plan workshops for public input TBA 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 

Councilmember 
Destin City Council 

pramswell@cityofdestin.com 
City Hall: 850-837-4242 
Mobile: 850-502-4667 

Hello Friends! 
 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It 
is my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act 
as a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

We have many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.   

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we 
all have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family 
values.                           

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 

Parting Shot 

 

The East Pass– 
as it was in 1945 

and in 1969 
after the jetties 

were placed                   
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