
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
As noted on the Supervisor of Elections website, “the deadline to register for an upcoming 

election is 29 days before that election. You can also update your registration record at any 
time.” With our election drawing near, you still have about a week to register, and you can do 
so online:  https://registertovoteflorida.gov/en/Registration/Index.  Note: logo and information 

provided courtesy of the Okaloosa County Supervisor of Elections. 
 

 

Early voting this year will be shorter and at fewer locations.  Early voting will take place 
March 5th-9th only, from 8:30am—4:30pm. Note that this is a Monday through Friday and does 
not include a weekend. 

Further, there will be no early voting location in Destin.  The only early voting locations are 
the Supervisor of Elections offices in Crestview and Shalimar.   
         North: 302 Wilson St N, Suite 102, Crestview, FL 32536  

      South: 1250 Eglin Pkwy, Suite 103, Shalimar, FL 32579 
If you planned to vote early and these times/locations are not convenient, ask about 

requesting an absentee ballot or make arrangements to head to the polls on March 13th– 
election day!  We will have people drive you to the polls if you need a ride. 

 

 The issues surrounding short-term rentals may not seem to affect everyone, but if some 
legislators are successful, all of us will be impacted.  Typically in Destin, short-term rentals are 
limited to neighborhoods south of 98, while single-family residential areas north of 98 do not 
allow short-term rentals.  As a result, neighborhoods such as Crystal Beach and Holiday Isle 
face a slew of problems associated with vacation rentals such as noise, overcrowding, trash, 
and parking while those on the north side do not. You have certainly noticed these issues and 
council continues to work to find solutions– including the appointment of a short-term rental 
advisory committee comprised of full-time homeowners, rental owners, and property managers. 
The committee has been working diligently to jointly develop mutually acceptable standards 
and regulations which they will present to the council. 

However, a bill in the legislature could change this and make rentals allowable anywhere in 
the city while turning management over to the state. If the bill passes with its current language 
(see below lines 700-705), it would mean that homeowners in Indian Bayou, Indian Trail, Kell-
Aire and other neighborhoods north of 98 would be forced to also allow short-term rentals. 

 

 
 If you prefer a quiet neighborhood or specifically chose your home so it was not in a rental 

area, how would you feel about being forced to allow vacation rentals next door and across the 
street altering the flavor of your neighborhood?  How would you like to not be able to enter or 
exit your own driveway and find people parked in your yard and on your sidewalk? Hammocks 
hanging from the neighbor’s trees for extra beds because there aren’t enough inside? Your 
neighbor’s three-bedroom room advertised as sleeping 20? Maybe the quaint ranch house 
across the street would be torn down and replaced with a mini-hotel that sleeps 40.  Consider 
the noise and the trash. Remember these folks are vacationing and would be doing so right 
next door to you and your family as you go about your normal routine.  Would you like being 
kept up til the wee hours and then have to get up and go to work? Or your children having a 
front row seat to a week-long party with drinking games, loud music, and other adult activities? 

All of this is already occurring here in Destin and would spread across the city if this bill 
passes.  In fact, one current city council candidate has vocally supported this bill, even going so 
far as to speak in its favor in Tallahassee and promote it as something Destin needs! As it is, 
many full-time residents feel forced to move due to their diminished quality of life. Is this the 
Destin you envision or want? Please let me know your thoughts on this subject. 

 

Many people have shared their concerns lately regarding an increasing problem at our 
beloved Nancy Weidenhamer Destin Dog Park.  It seems many visitors to the park are not 
being responsible pet owners. Many of our furry friend visitors have not been vaccinated which 
can not only lead to the spread of sickness and disease to our dogs, but also to their owners 
and other people who visit the park.  
Another concern is temperament. There has been an increase in aggressive behaviors and a 

failure of owners to properly control and address the issue.  These two concerns go hand in hand 
when a fight ensues and one of the pets is not vaccinated. 

Though the majority of the dog park visitors are responsible and work together to make our dog 
park perhaps the most popular one around, the few owners who are not responsible are creating 
an unhealthy and unwelcome atmosphere that many regulars have begun to avoid. 

One suggestion has been a registration process in which any of our local vets or licensed 
groomers could issue a special tag or bandana that would indicate that dog is current on its 
vaccines and does not have an aggression problem. The owner would then simply ensure that 
the tag or bandana was visible when they visited the dog park.  

I am bringing this forward to council and have already brought it to the attention of the city 
manager, but I want to work with the community of dog owners and professionals to find a 
positive resolution. What are your thoughts?  Would you serve on a committee to brainstorm and 
develop a solution? Please let me know. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 

Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to 
improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information 
on issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s 
opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future 
begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.              
          
                         Prebble 

 February 2018 

Issues that Affect You and the Future of Destin 

 Voter Registration Deadline 

 Early Voting Changes 

 Short-term Rental Issues 

 Dog Park Concerns 

It has come to my attention that a lot of misinformation is being spread as election season switches into 

high gear. Please– if you hear someone say I am for or against something, don’t take it for granted if 

you do not know for sure— just ask me! The latest rumor is that I am against the fishing industry!  This 

could NOT BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH! In fact, I fully support our fishing fleet and fishing 

families and recognize it as the heart of the city. I even wrote a letter of support that was presented to 

the DCBA by Capt. George Eller.  If in doubt, ask me personally. I will always be honest with you. 

Vote Ramswell on March 13, 2018 

EARLY VOTING 
WHEN? WHERE? 

 

Voter Registration Deadline Early Voting Changes Short-term Rental Issues Dog Park Brainstorming 

EARLY VOTING 
WHEN? WHERE? 

Top: a single-family residential rental 

demonstrated the parking nightmare; 

Middle: Cars are forced to park on the 

ROW and on sidewalks; 

Bottom: Hammocks hang from trees at 

this rental to provide additional sleeping 

areas 
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