
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

The Gulf Power contract and investigation of potential other paths has become the event of 
2017.  A one-sided smear-campaign filled with misleading and incomplete information has 
swept the city, and our taking the high road and not saying anything if you can’t anything nice 
stance was misconstrued as acknowledgment that the information in the smear campaign 
was factual. Enough was enough on December 18th. At the end of the meeting during 
comments, several people questioned council’s intentions and motives. It was clear that the 
misinformation being spread had been taken as fact– and council directly addressed the issue 
and the underhanded methods being used to mislead Destin citizens. I urge you to do your 
own research, reach out personally to me or anyone on council, and watch council meeting 
video. This is too important of a decision to let a DC lobbyist firm with no personal interest in 
Destin muddy the waters. Negotiations are underway and all options are being explored. 

 
Council took measures in 2016 to ensure that we would have a defined location for medical 

marijuana dispensaries and that they would neither be disallowed entirely nor allowed to 
operate anywhere in the City. However, state statute required us to allow the dispensaries 
anywhere pharmacies are allowed so we revisited the ordinance on Dec. 18th and amended it 
pursuant to the statute. 

 
 The Norriego Point Project is proceeding very well– so well it is now ahead of schedule and 
taking a holiday break. The stabilization is scheduled for completion in spring 2018; the 
recreation element for spring 2019. 
 
 Following months of back and forth, the livery vessel ordinance that required livery vessel 
rental businesses to obtain a permit for operation was enacted in March.  As of November, 
ten Livery Vessel businesses had approved permits and 6 others were denied permits and 
are working to come into compliance.  Only one business had been issued a Notice of 
Violation for failure to comply.  

 
The Comprehensive Plan revisions have gone back and forth between the LPA and Council 

several timed over many months. The latest changes were reviewed at the December 20th 
LPA meeting and are due to come back to cancel in January.  At issue were design standard 
limitations due to height measurements and developer concerns regarding the reduction in 
height recommended by Council. 

 

   Drainage issues were addressed at length in 2017, most notably in Indian Bayou. Another 
five projects are already underway or imminent: Sandalwood Drive, Spring Street and 
Whippoorwill Avenue, Juanita Avenue and Snapper Drive, Maltezos Street, and Calhoun 
Avenue. Though the Indian Bayou project was not painless, results were immediately 
apparent during a storm soon after completion, as neighbors watched newly created swales 
fill with water and funnel it to drainage areas. 

 

The Destin High School was thrilled to learn that the school board was heeding its message 
about the need for a high school in Destin.  The Board approved a tax that would include a 
high school as one of the projects it would tackle with the revenue. However, growing 
negative publicity surrounding various incidents in the school district led to the decision to not 
include a tax at this time.  The committee was a bit disappointed but has continued as 
planned, since the committee had not planned to be reliant on school district funding. A 
project plan was completed in 2017 and new locations have been scouted. In early 2018, the 
committee will move forward with serious negotiations. 

 

Issues surrounding Heritage Park continue. A lawsuit between the City and BI, Inc. remains 
active.  Plans continue to be reviewed and revised, though construction remains stalled.   

 
 

The Environmental/Tree Board has been diligently pursuing an ordinance that protects 
various trees and plants.  It has been back and forth as changes were made to ensure no 
loopholes or ambiguity.  The current version of the ordinance passed at the Dec. 20th LPA 
and will come to council in January. 

 

 Following the public workshops held this spring and summer, a Beach Workshop report was 
presented to council on Dec. 18th based on comments, suggestions, feedback, and answers 
to a survey from those who attended the workshops.  The report provided a list of items to be 
implemented in the short-term (0-2 years), intermediate (2-5), and long-term (5+ years) time 
frames.  Among short-term solutions: an ambassador program, safety/maintenance corridor, 
Leave No Trace program. Intermediate solutions are TDC funding and a trolley system. Long 
term solutions include beachfront property acquisition and legislative assistance and 
clarification of dry sand rules and access. 

Further, staff is working on scheduling the Crab Island Workshop for after the first of the 
year, inviting all stakeholders to help provide recommendations to Okaloosa Board of County 
Commissioners for potential safety/water quality regulations.  

 
The 98 widening projects is well underway. FDOT began work in September and will 

continue through 2020. For updates visit: https://www.cityofdestin.com/533/Hwy-98-Widening 
 
Following citizen requests for additional input, a short-term rental citizen advisory board was 

established in November to determine paths forward as related to issues involving short term 
rentals. The committee has already held two meetings and is to report back in spring 2018 
with a list of recommendations. More than 1100 short term rentals were registered this year. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 

Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to 
improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information 
on issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s 
opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future 
begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.              
          
                         Prebble 

December/January 2017-2018 

The Year in Review and a Look Ahead 

Vote Ramswell on March 13, 2018 
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Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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