
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 
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I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

     City leaders received a phone call late in the afternoon on June 20th.  The caller was City 

Manager Maryann Ustick tendering her resignation with 60 days notice as required per her 

contract. Ustick cited her desire to be back on the west coast near her family, especially her 

husband.  As news quickly spread, a former manager’s name began to be passed around– 

Greg Kisela. 

        The council met in an emergency session on the 25th to discuss options, with several 

councilors citing conversations with Kisela, who noted his potential interest in returning to the 

city for which he served as City Manager from 2004-2011. Though I never had the opportunity 

to work with Kisela and have never met him, his reputation preceded him and everyone I 

contacted spoke very highly of his abilities.  I called Kisela before our meeting and was 

impressed with his candor, stance, ideas, and desire to serve Destin.  Further, his knowledge 

of our city makes him invaluable as any learning curve would be significantly shortened.  As a 

result, I was on board with voting to pursue negotiations with Kisela to replace Ustick.  

      The council will meet again on June 30th to discuss further negotiations.  Ustick has  

announced her acceptance of a position in Gallop, NM, and will leave her position here no 

later than August 19th. 

 

 

     The stabilization of Norriego Point has been the subject of debate and scrutiny for 

several years.  As the NRDA grant disbursement date nears, concerns over stabilization plans 

have increased with a growing number of citizens expressing very similar concerns.  At the 

forefront of these concerns is the clocking of the point (or the angle) and the material and 

method to be used in the project. 

With the current plan, many people (experts, boat captains, and “regular” folk) believe the 

clocking of the point will catch drift and lead to shoaling and continuing maintenance. 

Additionally, there is a belief that an all-rock plan will not only be more aesthetically pleasing, 

but also better endure the point’s environment and weather.  I have met with many residents 

on this issue and, in my opinion, it comes down to logic. Following the currents and aerial/

satellite imagery of the point since 1959, it is plain to see that Mother Nature ebbs and flows 

in a very specific manner that has remain unchanged.  We must not enter into battle with her 

or we will find ourselves back to square one very quickly–  once again in need of regular 

dredging. 

 

Here are the official crime stats from OCSO for Destin for the month of May:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The City is hard at work serving the city.  Here are some of the projects they’ve tackled this month: 

City staff has been monitoring and performing several drainage repair projects. The drainage pipes on 

Palmetto Street and Airport Road were cleared of dirt and debris. Unfortunately, new locations 

requiring repair continue to be discovered. Currently, there are about 50 locations of varying size 

identified for repair.  

Staff has gathered items scheduled for surplus this week. An online auction will be conducted for the 

disposal of the items. Please use the city website to obtain more information and dates for the 

auction.  

Scott Jenkins, our continuing professional services provider, and staff broke 6 beaver dams behind 

the Alexan apartments and behind the Mattie Kelly Arts property lowering the lake elevation by 

more than 1 foot. This provided much needed stormwater storage to the area.  

Staff met with Atkins to discuss the Cross Town Connector in the first step to begin the environment 

study and design process.  

 

 Five candidates have qualified as candidates for Destin Fire Commission: Mike 
Buckingham, Jack Wilson, Bob Wagner, Patti DeFrenza, and Brandon Rowell. 

 

 The Norriego Point Stabilization Phase I sheet pile construction is continuing this 
week. The sheet pile wall on the T-groin is 75% complete.  
 

 Destin’s segment of Okaloosa Today on Cox Cable for the month of July features new 
councilmembers Rodney Braden and Prebble Ramswell, in separate segments. The 
Destin portion of the show will be posted to the city’s YouTube Channel and the show 
can be seen in its entirety on Cox 6: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 a.m.; Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 6 p.m.; Sundays at 8 p.m. 
 

 In the Wings… City Manager directed by me to provide a detailed list of stormwater 
repair needs by July 21 Council meeting; direction also given by Councilman Dixon to 
focus on pedestrian crossings in Harbor District. I will also be discussing code 
enforcement duties/tasking at July 7 council meeting. 

 
 A comprehensive calendar of city events and meetings is available online at: http://

www.cityofdestin.com/calendar.aspx 
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Hello Friends! 
 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and it 
is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we can 
make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                        

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 

Total Calls for Service 

Day Shift 

Night Shift 

3248 

1856 
1392 

Calls 

 

Priority 1 Calls 

calls under 5 minutes 

calls under 6 minutes 

calls over 6 minutes 

  

 

794 

676 

18 

100 

Traffic Violations-stops 

Arrest-traffic 

Citation-traffic 

Warning-traffic 

DUI--traffic 

480 

5 

82 

326 

17 

 

Property Crime 

Burglary 

Larceny-Theft 

Motor Vehicle Theft 

Arson 

Criminal Mischief 

76 

27 

34 

4 

0 

11 

Violent Crime 

 

Murder 

Forcible Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated Assault 

  

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Traffic Crash 

Traffic crash w/injuries 

Traffic crash w/o injuries 

 

 

City Ordinances 
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