
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

At Monday’s council meeting, Councilman Menchel presented a citizen complaint 
regarding a 2% fee being charged by some shops at the Destin Commons and 
labeled as “Destin Municipal Tax.” I am outraged! Not only is there no such tax 
charged by the City of Destin, the Commons isn’t even in Destin- they are in 
unincorporated Okaloosa County!  

To blatantly label this supposedly optional fee as a forced tax imposed by the city 
is not just misleading, it’s “not legal” — as even Senior Director of Marketing and 
Leasing Heather Ruiz admitted in the Daily News article. Adding insult is the fact 
that this fee is supposedly optional and will be removed if you ask. How would 
anyone know that? Taxes aren’t optional and their own signage fails to 
acknowledge the ability to remove it (photo at left). 
     Sadly, this is another reason why the City of Destin finds its reputation 
tarnished- contrived taxes supposedly imposed by the city and in which no  
one has any knowledge. In response, the City has issued a Cease and Desist 
letter (excerpt below).  
     Once again- there is no Destin Municipal Tax being charged; this is an 

 
optional fee deliberately mislabeled by 
multiple stores at the Commons so the 
city gets the blame and no one 
questions its collection. This 
misrepresentation must be addressed 
immediately. 
     Shame on you for misleading  
customers for your own benefit and at  
Destin’s public image expense.  Management at the Commons is led by some amazing people and I have to hope this 
was a situation not thoroughly considered beforehand. I do believe management will remedy the situation immediately 
and await official notification of the completion of those efforts.  
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on 
issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s 
opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future 
begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.              
          
                         Prebble 

 Spring 2019 

Mission Possible: Quality of Life in Destin 

 The new “Welcome to Destin” sign is up and we are working with Trees on the 
Coast to landscape and make this famous photo-op spot even better! 

 Due to complaints from a few residents on Okaloosa Island, dredging is on hold 

pending legal judgment;  the City must hire experts/attorneys to fight for our sand 

 The Destin High School charter has been approved! Goal to open in Fall 2020!  

 98 improvements continue but are behind schedule; expected completion is 2021  

 The harbor pump is now operational and running daily from 11pm-7am  

 Code Enforcement wants your complaints! Email code@cityofdestin.com 

Commons Fee is  
NOT a City Tax  

Planning for the Future 
  These past few months, your council and mayor have been taking significant steps 

to better prepare Destin for the future and address current issues impacting leisure, 
development and planning. Out first major accomplishment is the identification of 

several beachfront 
properties for purchase for 
public use. Aside from the 
City’s allocation of $2M 
and application for grants 
to purchase property, the 
TDC voted 7-1 to approve 
$6.5M toward the 
purchase! The County 
Commission will have to 
approve as well, but this is 
a huge step in the right 
direction and is greatly 
appreciated. 

    City Staff is also 
diligently working to 
remedy inconsistencies in 
our code, Comp Plan, 
LDC, Zoning, and FLUM. 
Many issues have been 
identified and each is 
being addressed and 
discussed by Council.  

    Finally, the City will 
host its 2019 Visioning 
Session on 5/15 at 8am. 

The session is open to the public and will be held at the Destin Library. Come share your ideas for Destin’s future! 

One of my goals is to improve the quality of life for our residents. This includes 
seeking ways to improve traffic flow and reduce negative impacts on residents from 
short-term rentals (STRs). Council has passed several ordinances and resolutions 
aimed at such improvements. These include STR occupancy limits, improved code 

enforcement, disallowing vehicles on the beach (except for first 
responders, service, and vendors removing/placing equipment), 
and enforcement of residential uses for residential properties. The 
latter seeks to address the issue of private homes serving in 
commercial capacities as event/wedding venues. 
      Of primary concern is traffic issues.  A recent passed 
ordinance requires businesses who collect parking fees to collect 
upon exit rather than entrance to prevent traffic back-ups on roads 
from visitors entering a property.  Another ordinance that just 
passed with a split decision (4-3) on first reading is the crosstown 
connector. The connector is designed to carry traffic from Beach to 
Benning down Azalea and to Stahlman.  
I was a nay vote because I am concerned at the lack of a plan for 

traffic beyond Benning, the likelihood of additional backups at Stahlman, recognition that a majority of residents in that 
area oppose the project, and the fact that most residents already maneuver those through streets anyway...I sure don’t sit 
in traffic on 98– do you? This issue will be discussed further at Visioning and also awaits a second reading.  How do you 
feel about the Connector project? Let me hear from you! 
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Status Updates 
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