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A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
It was a “Yes!” vote at Destin United Method Church (DUMC) yesterday.  The 

congregation approved entering into a contract to sell the church to Destin High School, 
Inc. (DHS) for their future campus.  DUMC would move to Grace Lutheran and Grace 
Lutheran would lease the DUMC sanctuary from DHS. This positive vote will allow 
DUMC to enter into contracts to sell their property (8+ acres) to DHS and to purchase 
the Grace Lutheran Church campus. The plan is for DHS to open in August 2020 to 9th 
and 10th graders. The DHS team now launches full throttle into their fundraising 
campaign.  As the school is not funded by the school district, the school must obtain 
grants, donors and sponsors to pay for the school.  Please send any questions, 
suggestions or requests to info@destinhighschool.org. 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on 
issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s 
opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future 
begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.              
          
                         Prebble 

 July 2019 

It’s About Community 

 Town Hall on Tropical Storms and Hurricanes is Thursday, July 18th 
at 6:30pm at the Destin Community Center 

 City Council Budget Workshop: Wednesday, July 17th at 5:30pm at the 
Annex 

 At Council’s request, Staff has formally requested that FDOT examine 
possibilities to increase pedestrian safety on US98 at Stahlman Ave.  

 More than 1,400 Business Tax Receipt Renewals were mailed out on 
July 9. A second mailing of (600+/-) will occur within the next couple 
of weeks.  

Destin High School 
finds a home 

Cross-Town Connector… or Beach Ridge Road? 
 Either way, it is not dead. 

Contrary to popular belief, your City Council has 
not “killed the connector.” We did, however, kill a 
four-lane connector. There has been much  

misinformation in the community about the connector which we have 
addressed at all of our recent council meetings to try and clear the 
confusion. Here are the main points: 

 We did not kill the project. Council voted to kill the current plan which 
designed the connector as a four-lane roadway.  

 As designed, the connector was going to four-lane both Azalea and 
Legion.  

 Phase I of the design would construct a two-lane road with a wide 
median of 30’. 

 For Phase II, this 30’ median would be split into two 11’ lanes separated 
by an 8’ median. 

 It was clear that the public did not want a four-
lane road and council agreed.  

 The confusion grew from the fact that current 
and previous councils had discussed and 
approved items regarding the connector, but 
never received a complete set of plans and 
other relevant information. These approvals 
were based off former staff recommendations 
and items presented as merely boxes to check 
on already finalized and approved plans. 

 Once this council began questioning the plan and 
began reviewing relevant documents and 
information they had never before received, it was 
clear that the connector had always been intended 
as a four-lane even though all information shared 
with council and the public previously had referred 
to a two-lane connector. 

 Also concerning: the connector was to be classified 
as a “major collector”-not a local road. 

 Several members of council were also concerned 
by the discovery of plans to have Azalea “punch 
through” Stahlman and connect to Sibert and 
Calhoun. Indeed, several master plans of the 
Harbor District show this “punch through” (see two 
at right) and one early plan shows Azalea and 
Sibert being renamed Beach Ridge Road! 

There was clearly much the council did not know and my goal is to always act in the best interest of our citizens based on all the 
information available. All of this new information was a huge concern and frustrating to say the least. The council wanted to ensure that 
the plans for the connector remained in a two-lane footprint, not intentionally leaving space for a four-lane. Yes, this might jeopardize 
FDOT funding, but council wanted to be sure no one fell victim to a bait and switch plan that would ultimately force upon the citizens 
something they did not want. I hope this helps clarify the situation, but—as always—feel free to reach out and ask any questions you 
might have. 

‘Tis the season… although that really doesn’t matter much anymore.  Traffic and 
tourism in Destin is at an all-time high and the construction on 98 has made the situation 
much worse. The usual back roads are no longer escape routes and are sometimes 
backed up even worse than 98. Proponents of the current four-lane connector point to it 
as a cure all for traffic woes on 98.  I argue that locals are already using the back roads 
and avoiding 98, as are tourists using Waze or other traffic/map apps. Add that 
reasoning to the fact that 98 and Commons are already graded “F” and far exceed 
capacity. So… what do we do? Some of the ideas I have discussed are: 

• Light synchronization/coordination: In a powerpoint I presented to council, data shows 
that synched lights with long green light times provide for the smooth flow of traffic 
along streets at defined speeds, thereby reducing congestion  

• One-way streets: (a few or many) in the Harbor 

• Underground pedestrian tunnel at 98/Stahlman 

• Close Zerbe at Stahlman 

• Ferry from Joe’s Bayou to Valp area 
   There are longer term suggestions, such as a widening Marler Bridge, creating an 
overpass, and building an elevated roadway. What are your thoughts and ideas? 

Traffic, Traffic Everywhere 
and nary an escape route to be found 

Seen and Heard 

“Because Azalea Drive and Legion Drive are 

not currently four-lane roads, the proposed 

project would be constructed in phases with 

the first phase providing a two-lane 

roadway and the second phase providing 

the ultimate four-lane facility.” 

From the 2016 PD&E Final Report 

Dotted red line on left shows Connector punch through 
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  As plans for Destin High School move forward, many 
exciting things are starting to happen!  The DHS 
Executive Board has announced another way for the 
community to get involved: the mascot, logo, and 
school colors contest! Students get one free entry and 
discounted additional entries.  

   There will be prizes! Spread the word! Entries are due 
August 1st. Please find the entry form on the DHS 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
destinhighschool or https://www.prebbleramswell.com/
single-post/2019/07/12/Destin-High-School-Inc-
announces-Mascot-Contest. 

www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20190715/destin-high-school-finds-home  
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