
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 

A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

Top stories in this newsletter 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

At the first council budget workshop, there was much talk of needs.  Many people have 

slammed the city in the press and online media saying the shortage is due to the legal 

settlement with the strip club and we needed to spend that money on the fire district.  First, 

the fire district is its own separate entity– the City is part of the fire district, the fire district is 

not part of the city.  Second, our budget is always tight; the strip club settlement came from a 

fund that was partially earmarked for Norriego Point and receiving the NRDA grant freed 

some of these funds. The strip club settlement funds were not taken from our standard 

operating budget. 

With that said, there are needs that simply cannot be met.  This is the reason I moved to 

raise our millage in order to gain revenue to pay for necessary stormwater repairs and 

increase our Sheriff’s presence. Despite what would have resulted in only about a $100 

increase in taxes for a $300k home, no one seconded the motion and it died. Several 

councilors agreed it was necessary but believed now wasn’t the time.  Councilwoman 

Trammell subsequently made a motion to raise the millage a lesser amount to pay for a 

stormwater management plan; I seconded, but we were the only two ayes and the motion 

failed. Ultimately, the millage was not raised and will remain the same.  I remain very 

concerned about our infrastructure needs and will continue to seek solutions.  

Additional discussions focused on raising fees for entrance to Henderson Beach and 

launching at Joe’s Bayou.  Budget discussions will continue at the next two council meetings.  

 

  

At the August 18th council meeting, FDOT gave a presentation on safety in our area that 

served to open many of our eyes.  Sometimes a fresh set of eyes is all it takes to point out 

simple, obvious changes that can be extremely beneficial.  Among their findings were 

crosswalks in one place on one side of the street and in another on the other side; missing 

and obstructed signage; and availability of many signs from the state.  Perhaps some of the 

best ideas in my opinion were based on the conversation on pedestrian crossing safety and 

how to “funnel” people to crosswalks.  Simple solutions such as filling in medians with shrubs/

bushes to serve as a natural deterrent are logical and easy to implement.  

I also requested a copy of the traffic light plan to begin analysis and investigation into how 

we can add alternate programs based on traffic patterns/seasons.  

The presentation was extremely compelling and the entire council was on board with 

beginning to incorporate many ideas as soon as possible.  As a result, get ready to see 

improvements that will make an immediate impact in increasing safety in our area.  

 

 

Activity Levels for week ending August 22:  

New Permit Applications/Surveys: 46 (This week) 62 (Previous week)  

 Permit Applications/Surveys Issued: 58 (This week) 55 (Previous week)  

 Permit Apps/Surveys performed on time: 100% (This week) 100% (Previous week)  

 Walk-through Permit Applications: 4 (This week) 2 (Previous week)  

  Inspections Requested: 85 (This week) 70 (Previous week)  

  (Eligible) Inspections Performed: 69 (This week) 57 (Previous week)  

  Inspections performed on time: 100% (This week) 100% (Previous week)  

 Contractor Licenses Issued: 1 (This week) 5 (Previous week)  

  Business Tax Receipts Issued: 199 (This week) 229 (Previous week)  

Lots have been cleared on Airport Rd and Matthew in preparation for construction. 

 

Beach Clean-Up– Though the trash situation seemed a bit better in the final weeks of 

summer, the raking had still not reached the level to which we are accustomed and expect. 

My recent query led to a response of the raking is being done every other day, alternating 

west side/east side.  This is not the 5-7 days a week we had been promised and  have 

reached out to the County for follow-up.   

Trash Storage– An alternate location for the storage of trash is being investigated. The new 

location is not on city property and could be a long-term solution. 

Norriego Point– Based on input from the community and my own research, I was interested 

to learn that in December of 2012, the City Council voted to remove the parking lot from 

Norriego Point plan.  Parallel parking along the road to a turnaround was left in.  I had been 

told by various sources that no changes had been made and the lot was included and never 

remained.  I have spoken with City Manager Greg Kisela and he is going to do his own 

research  into the matter.  I will keep you posted.  

y Council Meeting  

 Meetings: 
City Council/Budget Hearings: September 3 and September 16, 6:00 PM @ Annex 
Public Works/Public Safety: September 9, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Local Planning Agency: September 4, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 

Election Results: http://enr.electionsfl.org/OKA/Summary/1078  

Council Considering Regulating Taxi Industry: http://www.thedestinlog.com/news/
city-to-look-at-taxi-regulations-1.364357?tc=cr 

Sandy Trammell, Prebble Ramswell and Jim Wood appointed to League of Cities 
Legislative Committees: http://cityofdestin.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=360 

Amendment 40: The council approved a proclamation backing the passage of 
Amendment 40– a  motion to separate fishing industry sectors.  A statement I prepared 
was read at the Panama City Gulf Council meeting and the city proclamation was 
presented this week in Biloxi. A subsequent meeting on the issue will occur in Mobile. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

           

           

 

 

 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact ramswellreview@prebbleq.com 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 
Councilmember—Destin City Council 

pramswell@cityofdestin.com 
City Hall: 850-837-4242 
Mobile: 850-502-4667 

www.PrebbleRamswell.com 

Hello Friends! 
 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and it 
is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we can 
make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                        

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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