
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 

A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

Top stories in this newsletter 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

 

The City of Destin will host a community stakeholders meeting on Thursday, Oct. 16, from 

1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Destin City Hall Annex – Council Chambers (4100 Indian Bayou Trail). 

The purpose of the meeting is generate a community discussion regarding tourism impacts on 

the city’s businesses and residents, and to find out what did and didn’t work during the 2014 

tourist season. Please bring your ideas for possible solutions. The city has begun outreach to 

city stakeholders and the meeting is open to the public.  

. 

 

  

Many local officials have received letters from Rep. Matt Gaetz inviting them to attend 

meetings for an “Okaloosa Accountability” initiative.  As a recipient of one of these letters, I 

was looking forward to attending the September 30 meeting, set to be the first in a series.  As 

most of you know about me, I am focused on collecting and researching information to reach 

an educated opinion and subsequent action that I believe will best serve our community.  

There have been many people who have expressed concern as to the true intention of this 

meeting and others who believe it will lead to violation of Sunshine for elected officials, either/

both in terms of mere attendance and in the potential for agenda items later coming before 

Council. Both Tuffy Dixon and I noted our intention to attend the meeting but, following a 

heated discussion and guidance from the City Attorney, we were strongly overruled and told 

only one of us could attend.  I understand the concern and certainly do not wish to do 

anything that would violate law, but it was a disappointment to not be allowed to attend.  I look 

forward to learning what items are discussed at the meeting and learning how we can all 

contribute to making Okaloosa more accountable. 

 

Activity Levels for week ending September 26:  
 
Cases under investigation: 154 (This week) 142 (Previous week)  

*121 Turtle Lighting Cases Currently Under Investigation  
 

 
Notice of Violation Mandatory Garbage Process cases under investigation:  

   40 (This week) 40 (Previous week)  
Notices of Violations Issued (includes Mandatory Garbage NOV’s):  
8 (This week) 7 (Previous week)  
Number of complaints/enforcement inquiries received via phone call or City Help Desk:  
13 (This week) 21 (Previous week)  
Parking Violations:  

 
 

 

I plan on making this section a regular feature of the Review because I believe there 
are many issues that seem to fall through the cracks and ultimately forgotten. This is 
where I will revisit issues that I have discussed in council meetings or worked on 
behind the scenes. 

Palms– I was contacted by a group of residents at the Palms who were concerned that their 
parking had been significantly reduced and one entire lot cordoned off and unavailable. I 
contacted the City Manager who then also met with the residents.  Subsequently, the Palms 
has been determined to be in violation and code enforcement activity is underway.  

City Clean-up: City staff have started right-of-way mowing. The city will mow rights-of-way 
in front of undeveloped properties only. In accordance with city ordinances, property owners 
remain responsible for maintenance of the rights-of-way adjacent to their property. 

Norriego Point Parking/Road In the last issue I noted out that an intrusive parking lot had 
been removed from the plan. A resident contacted me to query about the road itself being 
removed. According to the minutes, the parking lot and roadway on city property were 
removed from the plan. The only additional road and parking would be on the Galic Pointe 
property as extended from Gulf Shore per their development order.  

Norriego Point Recreation: It was brought to my attention several months ago that the 
north side of the point had been “closed” with signs posted stating “No Parking” and visitors 
being told to move. According to the deed: “the harbor side shoreline of this property shall 
remain accessible for the use and enjoyment of boaters unless the City's coastal engineers 
determine armoring is necessary to protect this side of the property.” I never received 
clarification on this issue and have now queried our new City Manger about it.  He has assured 
me he will promptly look into it. 

Short Term Occupancy Rates/Code Enforcement: I share many of your concerns when it 
comes to single-family homes in residential areas being rented to dozens of people at a time.  
This is what spurred my digging into the occupancy rates and the need to restrict short-term 
rentals in a similar manner as done with long-term rentals.  Upon discussion with the City 
Manager, it was decided that the best initial course of action was via code enforcement– 
another concern of mine.  I expressed my concern that there are violations everywhere and 
more needs to be done in term of being proactive and in tracking/follow-up.  We will be holding 
a meeting in the coming weeks to discuss this issue and I will keep you posted. 

 

Meetings: 

    City Council: October 6 and October 20, 6:00 PM @ Annex 

    CRA: October 6- 4:30 @ Annex; Public Works/Public Safety: October 14- 5:30 @ City Hall 

 City Open House: The City of Destin will host its Open House and 30th Anniversary Celebration 
on Thursday, Oct. 23, from  11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Destin Community Center. The public 
is invited and encouraged to join the mayor, council, staff and community partners for a free 
luncheon, volunteer recognition and presentation by the mayor.  

 Staff has installed the new “Welcome to Destin” billboard sign at the foot of the Marler Bridge   

 Volunteers are still needed for this year’s Destin Seafood Festival on October 3, 4 and 5. Please 
contact Lisa Firth if you are interested or would like more information lfirth@cityofdestin.com 654-
5184 

 

 

 

    

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

           

           

 

 

 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact ramswellreview@prebbleq.com 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 
Councilmember—Destin City Council 

pramswell@cityofdestin.com 
City Hall: 850-837-4242 
Mobile: 850-502-4667 

www.PrebbleRamswell.com 

Hello Friends! 
 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and it 
is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we can 
make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                        

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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