
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
      As readers of my newsletter are aware, April 23rd was a big day for Destin.  The City of Destin 
presented its request for bed tax revenue to the Tourist Development Council, the council charged 
with overseeing the distribution of the tourist development tax (TDT or “bed tax”) revenue collected 
from the special tourist development tax district in Okaloosa County. 

     After much back and forth between city and TDC staff, our proposal sought approximately 
$402,000 to fund beach park access maintenance, operations and repair– all items already being 
funded by the TDC to the only other municipality in the tax district with beach accesses. We were 
exceptionally well-prepared and City Manager Greg Kisela had solid, fact-based arguments for all 
questions.  I believe it was quite helpful to have one TDC member ask why they should fund such 
items and, after learning they already were funding them, incredulously question why these items 
were funded in one city but not another. We will learn whether our efforts have been successful when 
the TDC finalizes their budget May 8th.   

     I had several items I wanted to discuss with the TDC. As the City Manager is the city 
representative responsible for presenting such requests, I was prepared to present separately. 
Unfortunately, the only time possible was during public comments, and speakers are limited to three 
minutes.  As a result, I could not make my full presentation and instead only hit the highlights. I was 
quite disappointed with this turn of events but, as promised in my comments, I did reach out to 
members of the council and commission via email and send them my full presentation. 

     What was it that I wanted to share? I believe it is important to protect the 
tourists the council has so diligently worked to bring here, as well as the locals– and I 
have found a viable, allowable option for the TDC.  We are facing serious safety issues 
as a result of trying to support a tourist population that causes us to grow at 
least 5x in size on a budget that is built on property taxes and fees from our year-
round population.  

    How can we accomplish increased safety via utilization of TDC funds when 
general direct funding of law enforcement and first responders is an unallowable 
use? There is a way- thanks to an amendment in the statute that Panama City Beach 
TDC jumped on and has been using for the last three years–  funding of an event. 

                          What does this mean?  As defined in the Florida Statutes (125.0104), events 
and venues are authorized uses of revenue.  Using TDT funds to provide for security and protective 
services within the capacity of an event or venue is an allowable use and an ideal way to 
provide a safe and secure environment for our tourists.  Panama City Beach now uses “event” 
to define Spring Break and this year increased their funding to law enforcement for security/protective 
services to $300,000. 

     Consider Destin in this same capacity. We have the same Spring Break “event”– plus, we have a 
bigger main event— what we all affectionately call the “100 Days of Summer.”  We could fund OCSO 
and DFCD for protective services on the beach.  Even if you think summer might be a stretch, there 
are still other possible avenues.  Remember that the services phrase in the statute applies to events 
and VENUES. Consider our two largest venues– Crab Island and the HarborWalk.  Both in serious 
need of security and protective services, both tourist destinations, both venues. You may recall the 
Crab Island town hall in which a safety corridor was considered to be an excellent option, almost 
unanimously.  With designation as a venue, the TDC could provide DFCD or OCSO with funding to 
have first responders on a fire boat in the corridor– reducing response time significantly and perhaps 
even saving lives. By rebranding and appropriately defining such attractions as “venues,” the 
TDC can now provide funding for security services.  Such expenditures on protection will 
serve to promote tourism by showing visitors we care and provide for their safety and ours 
while they are here.  

    I didn’t just read the statute, do some research, and come up with this on my own.  I also called 
and spoke with the PCB TDC attorney and a PCB TDC councilmember, and was provided the 
statute, the amendment, and other relevant information. I have also been in touch with the Florida 
League of Cities.  The requirement for such funding of events and venues is promotion of the event or 
venue- it must be in advertising.  HarborWalk is already advertised; Spring Break and summer 
vacation on the Emerald Coast- already advertised.  Crab Island- also already in marketing materials.  

   The foundation is in place.  Tourists come in ever-increasing numbers.  Promotion and marketing of 
our area, events and venues is already- and continues to be- highly successful. 

Imagine the potential if we utilize concern for safety as a draw to our already beautiful 
destination. 

Welcome to Florida’s Emerald Coast-  
Not only do we have the most beautiful beaches,  

they’re also the safest. 
 

The ability to fund protective/security services for events and venues will enable Destin and 
other municipalities in our district to continue to attract the tourists and visitor spending that 
allowed us to collect $14.7min bed tax last year. Perhaps even more importantly, it will not 
only protect our brand image but offer the opportunity to market ourselves in a new light- “not 
only the most beautiful beaches, but the safest.”  I urge the TDC to take advantage of this 
much needed opportunity– for all of us– tourists and locals alike. 

 

     It was brought to my attention that there has been an increase in the number of people 
crossing and walking along 98 with open containers of alcohol.  Not only is this a huge safety 
concern, but discussion amongst the Council revealed it is outside of what had been believed to 
be the established festive market place boundary.  Apparently there had been some 
miscommunication and the perimeter thought to be in place was not.  Instead of limiting open 
containers to the actual HarborWalk and establishments that serve alcohol, the line extended all 
the way to 98. The council has directed staff to research the issue and bring it back for formal 
discussion. 

  My goal is not additional regulation– it is simply to rectify an issue in an existing boundary that 
was discovered by a safety concern it was intended to already address. Believe me– as I have 
said before, I am not the fun police and don’t like being told what to do any more than anyone 
else. This is a case of safety and rectifying a problem that was to have already been resolved. 

 
Apparently Okaloosa Gas had billing errors on many customer’s last bills.   Many customers in our 
area received bills that were double their regular cost.  Double-check your bill, as my understanding is 
that they will not be sending any notices out making people aware of the situation. 

Crab Island Corridor/Station: The Okaloosa Board of County Commissioners unanimously 
voted to have staff research options for a safety corridor on Crab Island.  Staff will present plans to 
the BCC at a future meeting. 
 
Short-term Rental Occupancy Limits: May 11th-Town Hall/Workshop -5:30pm @ Annex 
 
YMCA: No news… last bit of info was the MKAF was leaning toward the Animal Refuge rather than 
the Emerald Coast Fitness Assn (the swim team group which I support). Concerned swim fans have 
been reaching out to the MKAF board in an effort to gain support. 
 
Meetings: 
City Council: May 4, 6:00 PM @ City Hall Annex  

City Council Strategic Visioning: May 15, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM @ Destin Chamber of Commerce  

City Council: May 18, 6:00 PM @ City Hall Annex  
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Hello Friends! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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