
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
     
     There’s a lot going on in Destin… 

  The second March council meeting (Mar. 16th) and first meeting in April (Apr.6th) will be packed 
with some very important topics. Two issues I have spearheaded are at the forefront:  taxi regulation 
and short-term rental occupancy restrictions/limits. 

   Last fall, during discussion on the increase in drinking-related incidents, a resident mentioned to me 
that taking a taxi one mile cost $30.  I was appalled, to say the least.  If we want to encourage people 
to be responsible and not drink and drive, we need to ensure that viable options exist. In my opinion, a 
$30 cab ride to go one mile is not a viable option, and helps explain why so many people make the 
decision to drive while impaired or stagger along 98 instead. 

  I was approached by Captain George Eller who, as it turns out, was one of founders of taxi 
companies in our area.  In fact, he had even prepared and written an ordinance to help regulate the 
industry and ensure fairness and a high level of service.  I believe this is exactly what we need.  In fact, 
a local taxi company owner, Stan Nikolov, spoke at that council meeting last fall and agreed.  He also 
noted the need to ensure riders are safe and that taxis should be properly insured. I especially 
appreciated this input as it came from someone currently in the industry who agreed there was a 
problem. look forward to discussing this matter and reviewing the ordinance that is being drafted. 

  Secondly, staff has been researching my proposition on short-term rental restrictions.  I have heard 
from many of you, both full-time residents and owners of short-term rentals, who agree wholeheartedly.  
I believe it only makes sense to have short-term restrictions, especially when long-terms rentals have 
restrictions and we must recognize many of the inherent safety concerns when large numbers of 
people are packed into single-family homes. 

  A third topic that is up for consideration will be consideration of changing the allowable uses in 
Commercial General Zones. We have been approached to consider adding car dealerships to the 
allowable uses in Commercial General.  This is one issue in which I really look forward to your input.  Is 
this something we are comfortable with?  Do you mind having car dealerships all along Main St and 
98?  We do have two (maybe three) in business that were grandfathered in.  Do we want/need more? 

Please share your thoughts so I can make sure I am not in left field. 

  I look forward to your feedback as we make some very important decisions in the weeks ahead.  
Make sure you share your opinion. Email me at: pramswell@cityofdestin.com. 

 
  March is a busy month in Tallahassee as its version of March Madness arrives in the form of 
Legislative Action Days. These days are set aside for lobbyists, elected officials and other 
interested parties to meet with Senators and Representatives on various bills and items affecting 
their constituencies.   

  As an appointee to the Senate Committee “Florida is For Veterans, Inc,” I will be discussing 
and promoting issues involving veterans and their families and how we can work to attract them to 
and retain them in Florida.  In my capacity as Councilwoman and appointee to the Florida League 
of Cities, I will be advocating for issues that include stormwater, water quality, Enterprise Zones, 
and local control of transportation planning. I also will be broaching Destin -specific topics 
including Norriego Point, Crab Island, and the TDT. 

  I look forward to attending my first Legislative Session and representing the interests of our 
community.  Please feel free to share with me any ideas you have on these items or if you have 
other issues you feel might be important to discuss.  

 
 

Crab Island: The Crab Island public forum organized by Rep. Gaetz ended with at least 
one clear thought– the need for a safety corridor.  I will be following up with Rep. Gaetz on next 
steps, especially as we began to enter our busy season. 
 
Code Enforcement: The city’s new online Code Enforcement software is being tested and is 
expected to be ready for use by early April. This program will allow for online filing and follow-up 
of complaints as well as the ability to track a property and see any actions associated with it.  
This allows for more transparency and ease of communication as we ensure all complaints and 
violations are handled efficiently and expeditiously. 
 
Bed Tax: I will be making a proposal to the TDC on March 26th as I continue my goal of 
securing bed tax revenue for Destin.  Staff has pulled together a package highlighting our 
specific requests and I will be pulling it all together with some numbers, comparisons, and 
statements of need.  I believe we have a very compelling proposal and look forward to meeting 
with the TDC. 
 
98 Signage: Steven Menchel, a member of the Public Works and Public Safety Committee, 
gave a presentation on the severe lack of signs and proper signage along 98.  His comments 
were so on-the-money, that Council and staff were immediately on board with trying to remedy 
the situation ASAP.  We have submitted a request for an estimate on new signs of three types: 
basic, basic with logo, and lighted.  Based on the numbers, we will be able to determine if we 
want to do some of each, all one kind, or some other variation.  We are also looking into adding 
“Welcome to Destin” and “Thank you for Visiting Destin” signs to the base of  Marler Bridge and 
Mid-Bay Bridge. 
 
 
Meetings: 
City Council: Mar. 2, 6pm;  Mar 16, 6pm  
Public Works/Safety: Mar. 10, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Destin Youth Council: Mar. 11, 4 PM @ City Hall 
Harbor CRA-AC:  Mar. 11, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Town Center CRA-AC: Mar. 18, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Special City Council Meeting - Presentations for RFP 15-03-CD, Scenario & Visualization     
 Planning: Mar. 19, 6 PM @ City Hall 
Environmental Tree Committee Meeting: Mar. 24, 4:00 PM @ City Hall 
Code Enforcement Board Meeting: Mar. 26, 5:30 PM @ City Hall  
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Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 
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Hello Friends! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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