
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 The Council’s vote to consider raising the millage from 1.5 to 1.7 was met with many 
questions and concerns.  Of the residents who have called or emailed me to 
reconsider, all understood our reasoning and were on board once I explained it and 
only one resident said they understood but would prefer not to raise it.  One source of 
concern was a post on social media  which stated we were raising taxes 21%.  The 
post stated “Destin City Council is poised to raise our city’s property tax bills by 20 per 
cent. Of course they will tell you that they are raising the tax rate by only 13.3 per cent. 
What they won’t tell you is that the actual taxable value of your property has increased 
by 5.26 per cent since last year.”  This is not accurate.   
 Raising the millage from 1.5 to 1.7 would be a raise of 13.3%, no matter your taxable 
value.  This equates to less than $50 a year for most people.  My family’s increase, for 
example, is $29.14. Examination into the numbers posted online where it was 
erroneously reported that everyone was facing a tax increase of 20% revealed the 
following: 

 According to the Property Appraiser’s Office, Destin saw property tax values rise an AVERAGE of 5.26%.  This does not 
mean everyone in Destin’s value increased by 5.26%; it means some values increased and some people’s actually 
decreased, leading to an average of a 5.26% increase for all of Destin.  As a result, for those who saw no increase in value, 
their increase would be the millage increase.  For those who saw their values increase, their tax increase would be slightly 
more than the millage increase depending on their % of increase in value. Further, the City of Destin has absolutely nothing 
to do with establishing the value of your property– that is the job of the Okaloosa County Property Appraiser. Therefore, in 
my own example, our taxes only rise $13.33 
    Saying that everyone is facing a 20% increase is completely inaccurate and misleading, a scare tactic designed to cause 
outrage.  The truth of the matter is this: Destin has multiple critical needs that we cannot fix without raising the millage. We 
don’t want to raise the millage– we have to.  We have such critical stormwater issues that people are having their homes 
flood with every heavy rain.  We have sidewalks that have buckled and already led to injury causing a costly legal 
settlement. Balancing the budget means working with what we have.  What we have isn’t enough and it worsens every year 
because we don’t have the money for maintenance or to make repairs.  We have applied for and received grants to help 
but they can’t cover everything.  Property tax revenue generated by our millage rate is specifically collected for such 
purposes. Our duty as a council is to provide for the safety of our residents, ensure quality of life, ensure the upkeep of our 
town. Part of this duty is a responsibility to make sure we have a millage rate that can support our needs.  We aren’t 
collecting this money to just put it in the bank and see what happens.  We use it to support the basic needs of our city and 
right now we are not doing that.  On September 8th, we had a 5 1/2 meeting– most spent on trying to reduce our needs by 
picking and choosing from critical needs.  This was very painful for me.  How do you tell one homeowner with flood issues 
that another homeowner with flood issues is somehow more important? By the end of the night, we had agreed by a vote of 
5-1 on a budget balanced with a millage of 1.63.  We will set the final rate on Tuesday, September 20th, at 6:00pm. 
 

On July 25th, my family received quite a shock when we received a handwritten 
letter mailed to our home threating our 10 year-old child.  The threat stated that my 
daughter would be “gone” if I failed to resign by August 1st. The OCSO, FDLE and FBI 
are involved.  Not only is this an act of cowardice by someone lower than scum, the act 
of mailing a threat to an elected official is a FEDERAL offense.   
 I have been overwhelmed the love and support shown by so many in and out of 
Destin.  Mr. Darryl Shelton and Steven Menchel spearheaded a reward effort that has 
raised $25,000 to anyone who provides information leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the person or person responsible for this crime. I ask that you please contact me, 
OCSO, the FBI or FDLE with any information– it can be anonymous– no matter how 
minor it may seem.  No one should be able to get away with threatening a child.   
 For more information on the case and the reward, please watch the video of the press 
conference at: http://video.genfb.com/1162361080494260 

I cannot thank Mr. Shelton, Mr. Menchel, and the countless other people who have reached out to our family. Some of you 
may be aware that my husband suffered a severe medical emergency the day this happened. We have been so grateful for 
the love shown us; there are no words to express our appreciation. Please know how much this meant to us. 

At our September 8th council meeting we heard from several business owners who 
have kiosks on the Harbor boardwalk.  Apparently they were under the impression that 
the ordinance under discussion which would place a moratorium on new vendors would 
somehow affect them. 

I want to make it absolutely clear that the council has no intention of shutting down 
any existing vendors who are properly licensed/permitted. Many vendors spoke 
passionately about their concerns and desire to keep their business.  It seems that 
someone is spreading information that we as a council are trying to close these 
businesses even if they have followed all the rules.  I assure you that this is not the case.  
Those vendors who are properly permitted and licensed will be grandfathered and the 
moratorium will not affect them at all.  The moratorium is for brand new, first time vendors 
applying for new permits. 

 I hate that this misinformation has made people worry.  If you have any questions about this ordinance, please feel free 
to contact me or anyone else at the city.  You can also read the article that appeared in the Daily News: 
http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/20160913/destin-hires-new-attorney-finalizes-temporary-ban-on-mobile-vendors  
 

Suggestions have been made regarding creation of an air buffer zone above the beach much 
like we have with the boats buffer zone from shore 

Jeff Burns of Anchors-Smith-Grimsley has been selected as Destin’s new city attorney 

The harbor pump has been in and out of service, needing multiple repairs and manually 
pumping.  Situation is now remedied. 

Occupancy concerns persist. Several homes being built in single-family residential areas are  
9-11 bedrooms sleeping more than 30 people. 

 
Long-time city employee Tammy Bowen passed away following a brief battle with cancer. Services were held in MS on 
Saturday, but a service in Destin is planned in the near future.  Tammy will be missed by all– she had a kind word for 

everyone and was a fixture around the city for more than 10 years.  Our condolences extend to Bowen family. 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on issues that 
affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the same goal 
of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.                     
   
                         Prebble 
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