
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

    
 

 It doesn’t seem right to feel relief at being spared when Hurricane Michael 
devastated our neighbors. However, I am thankful for so many positive things 
emerging as a result of the havoc it wreaked on the Panhandle. For days, 
maybe even weeks, politics and the ugly smear campaigns accompanying the 
elections took a back seat; party and issue stance were unimportant. People 
and compassion and generosity rose to the forefront. 

It was a showing of true human spirit, of humanity and love and generosity.  
And, above all, it was unity. 

This is the Destin, the Panhandle, I know and love. 
So I will feel grateful that we have all been witness to the real Destin, the real 

850. I just wish it wouldn’t have taken a tragedy for us to remember.  

 
 

 The City of Destin has faced many challenges and transitions in the past months 
and years which has led many to believe things are in a state of chaos.  This 
couldn't be further from the truth.  The City is on an undeniable path toward 
rebuilding and restructuring so that we can and will be able to address the issues 
that matter to us all. 
   We found ourselves as a council, along with city staff, with our hands tied 
because any ordinance changes we discussed seemed to weave their way back to 
being unenforceable, either because the code was not clear or code enforcement 
wasn’t properly authorized, or for any number of other reasons.  WE ARE 
RESOLVING THESE PROBLEMS NOW! 

One of the first and most important changes in my opinion is the restructuring of 
code enforcement.  It has been removed from the community development 
purview and is now directly under the City Manager reinvented as Code 

Compliance.  Mr. Joey Forgione will be returning to the city to head that department. We have also hired a new 
community development director and will be interviewing candidates for City Manager in late November, including 
interim City Manager Lance Johnson. 

To function as necessary, a city must have staff and council who are loyal to the residents as a whole. We believe 
we are building such a team and look forward to all the positive changes ahead. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   It’s been in the works for years, but forward momentum is finally occurring. Destin’s 
long-awaited cross-town connector has received funding support from the TDD. Back 
in May, Okaloosa County Commissioners approved a total of $4.8 million from tourism 
development taxes to be reserved and distributed over the next three years ($1.6M a 
year) to help fund the connector road project. The total cost of the connector, which 
will connect Beach to Benning as a meandering continuation of Legion Dr, will be 
around $13.3M. In addition to the TDD monies, the project has been and will be 
funded from the city and FDOT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Also in discussions and capturing the interest of the county and TDD is talk of a 

public-private partnership to build parking garages in the city. Structured Parking Solutions answered an RFP for the project 
and has been researching solutions. Unfortunately, with funding from the county currently in question, the firm 
recommending a partnership with an entity on the Harborwalk who is deficient in providing their own parking, and the firm ’s 
assertion that we as a city should be “removing the burdens of employee parking from businesses,” I was uncomfortable 
moving forward as were others on the council, and the motion to enter into an MOU failed.    We most definitely need 
parking and transportation solutions and will continue to research the best ways to move toward such solutions. 

 
   For many years now, a source of safety concerns has been the curve on Airport Rd. 
Adding to the safety complaints is the road’s barren and unattractive appearance. 
Enter the city and a local non-profit! Have you noticed the 49 new trees along Airport? 
Many thanks to Trees on the Coast who donated and planted them for all to enjoy– 
just as they did along Main St several years ago. Eleven oaks were dedicated in 
honor of the 11 servicemen who tragically perished in the 2015 Black Hawk helicopter 
crash. The group’s continued efforts at beautifying Destin and the Emerald Coast are 
tremendously appreciated and look amazing. 
   In terms of road repairs and improvements, particularly to the curve, the Airport Rd 
Safety upgrade RFPs (requests for proposals) were advertised this past weekend. 
The city will be looking for a qualified professional services consultant to design and 
create construction plans & specifications for high friction asphalt surface, guard rail, 
striping, and signage on Airport Road between Quail Circle and Mattie M Kelly Blvd.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 

Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to 
improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information 
on issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s 
opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future 
begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.              
          
                         Prebble 
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Have a Very Happy Thanksgiving! 
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