
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

  Sometimes it feels as if many issues the city council presents end up in a 
huge recycling bin, as we often find ourselves bringing the same items forward 
over and over again for a variety of reasons.  The past couple months have 
almost been a scene from Groundhog Day with not only the same issues 
rearing their heads but, in one case, the exact same request from the exact 
same location, one year later with only the names of those involved differing. 
However, something feels different this time. 

The issues: 
Comp Plan 2020: Meeting after meeting Comprehensive Plan 2020 appeared, 
often with the same arguments and issues. As someone who voiced concern 
throughout the process, I could not vote for its passage in its present form as, 
among other things,  it contradicted almost all of the public input I had received 
requesting less density, less intensity, lower height. It has been a blessing to 
have a new council seated where the majority shares the same concerns, and 

a few weeks ago, Councilman Destin requested a workshop to review the Comp Plan publicly.   
          This meeting was held June 9th and it was a great feeling to have confidence that the public’s 
concerns and our own were not only heard but acknowledged. New City Manager Carisse LeJeune and 
the West Florida Regional Planning Council not only took copious notes, we all left with the distinct 
impression that requested changes would be made. 
 

Replat/rezone of a lot in Bay Estates: A year ago, Council listened to a citizen’s 
request to replat a lot in Bay Estates.  Staff guidance was to deny for a variety of reasons include the 
appearance of spot zoning and incompatibility.  This month, a new owner of the same lot came forward 
with his own replat request, though this time staff guidance was to approve. Council vigorously questioned 
what appeared to be a lack of consistency and the request was ultimately denied in a council vote. 

Parking and Short-Term Rentals/Occupancy: Each summer these issues arise 
and are directly related to one another.  Last year we applied a band-aid in the form of greater regulation 
of registrations and a dedicated code enforcement officer.  Unfortunately, that just isn’t enough.  Our code 
doesn’t allow us to tow illegally parks cars and in some areas we don’t have proper signage to even ticket. 
The replat of lots in Crystal Beach to allow 9-bedroom homes that sleep 36 (yet by our code only need 4 
parking spaces) significantly contributes to the problem. Council has discussed this issue several times, 
including this week at the Comp Plan workshop. We WILL be finding a way alleviate these issues. 

I really believe we are on a path of not simply listening to the public’s wishes, 
but abiding by them and incorporating them into a unified vision of Destin.  I have always said that I want 
to be your voice and I continue to stand by that promise. It is great to feel as if I am finally making 
headway and not just voicing your wishes but making them a reality.    

  When the subject of a high school in Destin arises, usually the first thing I 
hear is that we do not have enough student for a traditional high school.  My 
response? Whose idea of traditional are we talking about?  By multiple 
accounts, we currently have approximately 600 high schoolers on top of a large 
population of children in elementary and middle school.  Several investors have 
expressed interest to me in proposing a charter school, even a magnet school, 
and not only have existing schools as examples, but business plans to assist. 
Residents have   

 

 

 

 

 
expressed an interest in a school focusing on the arts– performing and visual, 
to include languages.  For many reasons, I support a high school in Destin and 
am happy to bring the issue forward again for discussion at the city council 
meeting on June 20th.  I hope you will share your thoughts.   

June 14th:  Bid committee, 9:30am, City Hall 
          Public Works/Safety, 5:30pm, City Hall 
June 16th:  LPA, 5:30pm, City Hall 
June 20th:  CRA, 5:30pm, Annex 
         City Council, 6:00pm, Annex 
June 22nd: Youth Council, 4:00pm, City Hall 
June 23rd:  Special Magistrate, 5:30pm, City Hall 
June 28th:  Airport Compatibility, 4:30pm, Annex 
June 28th: Environmental/Tree/Parks and Rec,  
                         4:00pm, City Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 

Groundhog Day 2.0 

Groundhog Day 2.0 Destin High School? 

Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on issues that 
affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the same goal 
of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.                     
   
                         Prebble 
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Ahead... 

Ahead... 

Destin High School? 

Groundhog Day or Restoration Destin? 

A high school in 

Destin could 

boast a beautiful 

and unique 

façade as 

evidenced in 

these images.  

The Destin Youth Council is 

accepting applications! If 

you are a high schooler that 

lives in Destin city limits, 

submit your application 

now! For more info, contact 

City Clerk Rey Bailey: 

rbailey@cityofdestin.com 
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