
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A quarterly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

Anyone who lives in Destin knows the problems we have been experiencing as a 
result of our more than 1000 homes serving as short term rentals (STR). Many 
owners and managers take great care to be responsible for their rentals, but many 
do not. The short term rental committee has worked diligently the past couple years 
to help create ordinances that address the issue fairly. One recommendation the 
City Council enacted was an occupancy limit of two people per bedroom plus four. 
However, many STR owners/managers are unhappy with that limitation and have 
filed Bert Harris claims stating that such limits infringe on their property rights. I feel 
strongly that we must protect the property rights of ALL residents– including those 
who live here full-time and must deal with issues from rentals on a daily basis. The 
council and its attorneys are working diligently to address these claims and reach 
mutually satisfactory solutions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 

Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on 
issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s 
opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future 
begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.              
          
                         Prebble 

Good Tidings We Bring 

 Mid-Bay Bridge closed for ~two weeks due to safety issues and necessary repairs 

 Steven Menchel elected to fill remainder of Tuffy Dixon’s vacated term 

 City makes the purchase of more beachfront property a priority (Update: TDC agrees to 
chip in funds; they also agreed that there is another 10% available for first responders) 

 Local art banners placed along Main St 

 Short-term rental occupancy set at 2 per bedroom plus 4; 24 person cap  
(Update: many rental properties are upset with the limit) 

 Coyotes become a familiar sight in area neighborhoods 

 OCSO mandates all underage drinkers be arrested during Spring Break 

 Dredging and beach renourishment faces legal obstacles (Update: following successful  
legal battle, dredge to occur in  months depending on dredge schedule) 

Lowered Occupancy 
Leads to Lawsuit Threats 

Airport Rd Curve: 

Safety is a Priority 

Airport Road has been a concern for more than a decade. Since at 
least 2009, citizens, committees, and city councils have expressed 
a need for increased safety measures at the curve. Those voices 
are growing louder as accidents continue. In fact, in 2015, the 
dangerous section of road was called ‘Dead Man’s Curve’ in one 
article. In 2016, a safety report conducted by Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc., identified multiple issues, including the fact that 
the surface of Airport Rd is blue limestone which is “very slippery 
in wet conditions.” 
We all can see evidence of the cars that have run off the road… it 
seems the Airport has given up on repairing the section of 
concrete and fencing that is continually knocked down at the 
curve. Improving the road and increasing safety measures is 
something we must prioritize.  
In the past several years, there have been various approved 
motions regarding improvements to the stretch of road. In fact, we 
had funding and approvals from FDOT until issues with contractor 
selection and how our project was worded led to more delays.   

After this most recent delay, your council voted to place guardrails at the curve as a temporary safety measure until a 
complete improvement project can be undertaken.  We were tired of waiting and prioritized your safety. We are now in the 
final stages of approving a contractor and the costs to install the guardrails and expect them to be in place within months 
of contractor approval.  
 

Destin High School, Inc., is excited to share that we are now accepting 
applications for the 2020-2021 school year! Students who will be entering 9th 
and 10th grades are encouraged to apply now for a seat at the all new Destin 
High School! To help kick off applications and answer questions, the school 
will host an information session/town hall and pep rally on January 16th at the 
future school location– Destin United Methodist Church, 200 Beach Dr. 

 
This is why we need the community to step forward and help!  
Please email info@destinhighschool.org or visit the school website (https://
destinhighschool.org) or Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
destinhighschool) for general information and how you can donate.   

It’s Official! Apply Now for 
Destin High School! 

Photo credit Devon Ravine/Daily News 

https://www.thedestinlog.com/news/20191125/guardrail-could-line-part-

of-destins-airport-road  
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https://destinhighschool.org 

A big reminder to everyone– 
this school is NOT funded by 
the school district or your tax 
dollars. As such, we must 
raise our own funds to cover 
all costs– including building, 
property, bills, staff salaries, 
etc.  

 Airport Rd to get needed safety improvements (Update: project on hold; temporary guardrail placement being discussed) 

 Crab Island committee formed to make decisions on vendors and permits 

 Shooting at Bric a Brac 

 Customary Use battle on the beaches heats up in Walton County (Update: still in arbitration) 

 Bacteria in the beach water false alarm scare 

 School Board approved Destin High School Charter and Contract  
(Update: School to open 2020) 

 New parking fee collection process implemented requiring pay upon exit 

 Discovery Channel films Shark Week in Destin 

 New 24-hour emergency vet clinic opens in Destin 

 98 widening project continues 

 Hurlburt airman falls from plane (Update: body has not been recovered) 

 City elections moved to November to coincide with national elections 

 Leonard Destin Park renovations underway 
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