
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
    Lucy Buffett’s “Lulu’s” is coming to Destin— well, actually it is coming to unincorporated Okaloosa 
County, not technically Destin. As a matter of perspective, most folks consider that land as well as the 
Destin Commons and other neighborhoods like Kelly and Regatta to actually be in Destin.  They’re 
not.  They have not annexed into our great City, but annexation is another story for another day.   

     However, just because Lulu’s is not really in Destin doesn’t mean that its impact won’t be felt by 
our residents and visitors who rightfully expect us, as a city, to be able to weigh-in and offer insight 
and possible solutions to potential issues. 

     I’m thrilled to have such a reputable and fun addition to the area.  Further, they will be providing 
300 new jobs and good use of water-front property.  I offer them a very warm welcome and look 
forward to gracing one of their tables. 

     Yet any new building/development has an impact.  Best practice is to try and determine any issues 
before opening, particularly issues that could have a negative impact. One issue that concerns me is 
the increase in traffic at the road to Lulu’s off 293 by the middle school.  This road is already packed 
and difficult to enter/exit during school hours— particularly start/close times.  Consider the significant 
increase in traffic at this intersection once Lulu’s opens and the additional cars cause gridlock as 
everyone tries to exit onto 293. FDOT, the TPO, the City of Destin, and the County must work 
together to consider remedies to this imminent problem.  Perhaps a signal that can be in operation 
during high-traffic times and flash yellow during down times? 

    The other impact was brought to my attention by teachers and administrators at the middle school.  
Their concern is the consumption and sale of alcohol adjacent to school property. I checked with 
Nathan Boyles, Chair of the Okaloosa Board of Commissioners, and his staff provided the following 
explanation: 

Section 2.20.01.2 of the Land Development Code (inserted below) generally prohibits the on-premise 
consumption of alcoholic beverages within 1,500 feet of any church, school, cemetery, residential 
zoning district, or residential use.  However, Section 2.20.01.3 (also below) provides exemptions for 
certain uses including uses listed in Section 561.20(2) of the Florida Statutes.  This is the statute 
through which the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco issues the various types of alcoholic 
beverage licenses.  Lulu’s will be licensed as a restaurant pursuant to Section 561.20(2)(a)4; as such, 
they are exempt from the separation requirement.  

I will continue to stay abreast of any news and developments, particularly as it pertains to traffic control 
and alcohol, and will keep you informed of any potential changes or improvements.   

 
    It has been such an honor and great experience attending this year’s Legislative Session in 
Tallahassee.  I have had the opportunity to meet with our district’s Senator and State Representative 
as well as others from surrounding counties and all across Florida. 

    I have been working diligently in my capacities as a Senate Committee Board Member of Veterans 
Florida (Florida is for Veterans) and City of Destin Councilmember to bring attention to issues that 
affect us.  I have spoken with officials on short-term occupancy limits, stormwater funding and grants, 
enterprise zones, education, development, and much more.  Though initial funding for stormwater 
grants did not move forward, Rep. Gaetz  has repackaged the proposal and is resubmitting it soon.  
The session is not even halfway through and I will be making two more trips over in April. 
   Attending this session has been a fantastic way to show legislators that Destin is very involved in 
and concerned about its future and the future of Florida. I thank all of you for allowing me to be a 
voice for Destin as I continue to seek the best for our community. 

 

    Concerns have been raised the last couple months regarding what seems to be an increase in air 
traffic noise at the Destin Airport. Writes Ken-O, “my complaint is not ground noise.  It is the Russian 
helicopters that sometimes go 10 -12 hours non stop. This may possibly be ground noise but as a 
layman it appears to be in air noise and when it happens it is constant for HOURS...  I don't see a 
sound wall helping this particular problem. Landing and take off no problem...little noise…”  
     Ken-O was quick to praise the men and women of the armed forces who are here training, and 
supports the mission. His concern has been the lack of effort to buffer the sound.  He questions how 
the recent reporting of a new merger will help. “This new "merger" is supposed to .."finally get some 
peace and quiet after the merger of two rival businesses at Destin Executive Airport" and "begin 
making good on noise reduction promises made in 2008." How? 
     Airport Director Sunil Harman responded: “In 2008, the Department of Airports completed a Part 
150 Noise Study.  The recommendations of the study were to sound insulate 44 homes and acquire 4 
homes that were within the 65-70 Day-Night Sound Level (DNL) range.  Additionally, there was a 
recommendation to install a sound wall on the north end of the airport. However, the extensive and 
very costly projects could not be initiated for lack of Federal funds. The proposed noise wall is only 
the first in many steps and is planned to help to reduce aircraft ground noise for the residences that 
have homes adjacent to the airport –homes that we cannot acquire.  It is our intent to leverage the 
additional revenue as a local funding match for securing federal and state grant funds to address 
noise from ground operations.” 
     Harman continued, “For a much more significant effort in reducing noise from both ground and 
flight operations, we intend to establish operational procedures in cooperation with the planned FAA 
air traffic control tower, which is currently scheduled to be completed next summer. It has been our 
experience that when such procedures are established and enforced by Air-Traffic control, there is  a 
significant reduction in noise by curtailing excessive engine run-up’s/hovering as well as assuring 
pilots are adhering to the established noise abatement operational flight procedures.  Signage 
advising pilots to “Fly Friendly” was also another recommendation and immediately installed at the 
ends of the runway.  Other recommendations were to avoid touch and go, maintenance run-ups and 
APU operations during nighttime hours and to avoid excessive engine idling near residential areas.” 
     Further, “In addition, our website at www.FlyDTS.com offers a new telephone and web based 
feature for residents to file noise complaints.  The information collected includes the date and time of 
the complaint, aircraft type as well as geographic location of the incidence.  This information will help 
us understand and document the most noise impacted locations in order to develop take-off, landing 
and ground operational procedures to be approved by FAA and implemented and enforced when the 
air traffic control tower is operational next summer.”   Thank you, Ken-o, for helping all of us stay 
informed. 

Crab Island Corridor/Station: Rep. Gaetz and I have been looking into ways we can implement 
the community’s suggestions as gathered from the forum. Rep. Gaetz met with FWC officials who 
have confirmed it is within the County Commission’s jurisdiction to pass an ordinance creating an 
emergency vessel corridor.  Further, I spoke with Commissioner Boyles who noted the existence of 
an ordinance that could potentially be modified and used for this purpose. Talks will continue. 
Short-term Rental Occupancy Limits: After hearing multiple residents speak on the significant 
negative issues surrounding excessive occupancy, I made a motion to limit short-term rental 
occupancy to two people per bedroom plus three.  My motion died as the rest of the council wanted to 
hear from more residents in a public meeting.  Such a meeting will occur in the coming months. I have 
received calls from many residents who want to be involved but fear retribution. Incidents have 
already occurred to some permanent residents who have spoken out before. We need to make this a 
priority. No one should live in misery and fear speaking out.  We must address this. 
Bed Tax: The presentation to the TDC has been postponed until later this month– but for good 
reason. Talks have been very positive and I believe we are on a path that will see us recovering some 
of this revenue to be reinvested in our heavy tourist spots. Stay tuned… 
City Planner: The City Council voted to hire Canin and Associates for the city ’s Visualization 
Planning Analysis.  
 
Events/Meetings: 
Community Easter Egg Hunt: Apr. 4th, 9:15AM @ Morgan Sports Center  
City Council: Apr. 6th and 20th, 6pm @ City Hall   
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Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 
Councilmember—Destin City Council 
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www.PrebbleRamswell.com 

Hello Friends! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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