
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

When the City purchased the Heritage Park property, it came with a 1993 Lease 
Agreement for Riparian Rights between prior owner Millard Royal Melvin and the Destin 
Fishing Fleet. The terms included reciprocal right of ingress/egress and assignment of the 
submerged lands lease to the Fleet in exchange for use and control of the first six slips on the 
west side.  Fast forward to 2009.  An amendment to the lease needed to be filed so as to 
show the City as the owner of the parcel.  However, the signing of a new lease was delayed 
until after March 2010, as Commissioner Kelly Windes was on city council and could not 
enter into an agreement with the city until he vacated his seat or abandoned his interest in the 
Fleet.  Fast forward to April 19, 2010. Council was presented the first version of the 

 
Amendment to the lease at first reading. City Manager noted the need to add inclusion of a kayak launch, wildlife observation 
platform, and reconfiguration of parking requirements. On May 3, 2010, the Amendment was brought back to Council for 2nd 
reading.  This version of the Amendment was not included in the agenda packet and was instead distributed to the council at 
the council meeting.  As such, there was no time for council or the public to review it.  City Manager noted a few changes made 
“in better keeping with the spirit of the original concept for the park.” The new amendment language nullified the need for the 
City's 15 parking spaces by giving the Destin Fishing Fleet the right of all income from three of the city’s six slips. Since only 
three slips would remain commercial,  with five parking spaces required per slip, all fifteen required parking spaces would 
already be accounted for on the Fleet property. The City Manager further noted that “Executing the Amendment to the Lease 
agreement with the Destin Fishing Fleet, Inc., as outlined in the discussion above and attached as Ordinance 10-07-CN, is the 
final step needed for the City to receive its grant reimbursement.” It should be pointed out that the terms and changes of the 
lease were not included in the actual Ordinance. 

 Unfortunately, the changes presented by the City Manager were only a very minor part of the changes that were made to 
that 2nd document after 1st reading.  There were material and substantial changes made of which the council was unaware.  
Among them: 

1. The City didn’t just give up its “right to income” as presented by the city manager.  The city also relinquished its 
right to use and control those three slips.  Melvin had retained all three of these rights in the original. (pg 2, para 1) 

2. The city’s slips were changed from the southernmost to the northernmost  on the west side (pg 3 top) and the Fleet 
was given the southernmost (more value, larger boat capacity). The city now “waives any right or claim to the three 
Southern-most of the first six slips on the west side.” 

3. City must now pay the Fleet for slips on a submerged lands lease we do not even own.  “Costs attributable to the 
operation, maintenance, submerged land lease fee, and other expenses attributable to the three 3 slips allocated to the 
CITY will be paid on a pro-rata basis by the CITY. (pg 5, middle) 

4. The city must now clean the Fleet’s parking area.  Specifically (pg 8 para 15), “it shall be the responsibility of the 
CITY to provide, maintain, monitor and clean up the Destin Fleet’s parking areas for all CITY activities.” As stipulated by 
our Grant, the city will be having daily activities to include classes. 

5. The City must provide interim and permanent restrooms. (pg 8, para 15) 
6. The City must add the Fleet to our insurance- not just as a certificate holder, but an actual insured. “The CITY…will 

reflect the DESTIN FLEET as a certificate holder and an additional insured.  The amounts of coverage will be no less 
than $3,000,000 for each occurrence and $6,000,000 in the annual aggregate.” (pg 7, para 12 

 
      Further, the Amendment distributed that night was signed the next morning and filed on the 10th.  This failed to provide the 
public and the council an opportunity to inspect and challenge as required by Florida Statutes. Further, contrary to the legal 
guidance provided by the City Attorney that night, the document should have gone back to a first reading (as queried by council 
that night) because of “substantial and material” changes. Finally, the signed document was notarized by Mary Anne Windes who 
is on the Board of Directors for and has an ownership interest in the Destin Fishing Fleet.  This violates Section 117.107(12) of 
the Florida Statutes which states a notary may NOT “serve as the notary for a transaction in which he/she has a financial interest 
or is a party.”   I am concerned with the handling of this lease amendment, particularly when viewed in conjunction with the 
ongoing discussions surrounding the BI, Inc. easement.  It appears as if the city is bending over backwards to benefit one 
neighbor yet bending over backwards to harm the other.  I think an independent legal review of this entire situation is warranted. 

 

The April 4th council meeting saw the second presentation for the rezoning of the 
same lot in Bay Estates. The first presentation was in July 2015, and the Council 
agreed with guidance from Planning that rezoning the lot was not appropriate.  
Council requested additional information as to why it was suddenly appropriate 
now with a different owner but was not last year with a different owner. 

 
There have been a growing number of requests for the city to abandon portions of its Right-of-
Way. My stance remains that an owner buys his/her lot knowing its easements and we cannot 
start giving away ROW to all who ask, nor can we be selective.  The best policy is to not 
abandon our ROW unless there are extenuating circumstances. 

 
After a long battle that began and ended with Steven Menchel of the 
Public Works/Public Safety Committee, the city now has proper signage 
along 98.  Of particular concern was the intersection of 293-Danny 
Wuerffel/Hutchison and 98. The sign only displayed 293 leaving tourists 
on the hunt for Hutchison.  A big thank you to Steven and the PW/PS 
committee for seeing this through to a successful end. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 
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Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to 
improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on 
issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future begins with 
us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the same 
goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.                 
       
                         Prebble 
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