
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

Matt Algarin of the Destin Log reached out to council to ask us to list our Top 5 "Priorities" for the 
city for 2016. It was no easy task reducing my list to five, but here were my finalists: 
 
1. Norriego Point: 2016 is the year that Norriego Point should begin to reap the 
benefits of the NRDA grant. Phase I of the project is now scheduled to begin after the high 
season with the stabilization (or “hardening”) of the point.  I know that completion of this 
project is much anticipated in addition to being much needed. 
2. 98/Harbor Blvd Pedestrian Crossings: As we all know, crossing 98 in a car can be 
daunting; crossing on foot is nothing short of dangerous. Residents, staff and council have 
worked tirelessly with FDOT to obtain approval for and begin construction on five pedestrian 
crossings along Harbor Blvd. With a goal of completion by Memorial Day, I anxiously await 
their implementation to provide greater safety for our residents and tourists.   
3. New Parks and Enhancements: Thanks to grants from Florida Communities Trust 
and the RESTORE act, Destin has two new parks on the horizon and a significant 
enhancement to our existing Calhoun Park.  Heritage Park and Leonard Destin Park should 
be spectacular additions to the city with a range of amenities for all to enjoy. 
4. High School:  Discussions regarding a high school in Destin have not died down nor gone 
away.  In fact, I continue to be approached on a regular basis about the overwhelming desire 
for us to have a high school of some type. I have spoken with business leaders in Destin and 
other parts of Florida who also have an interest in making this vision a reality. I fully believe 
that a high school in Destin would be a significant benefit to the city with far-reaching positive 
community impact. 
5. Pool: As the former Destin Y pool falls into disrepair, I watch with mixed emotions 
at the reinvention and grand opening of the former Fort Walton Y pool.  This major feat 
shows what a community can accomplish together.  It is in this vein, I hope we (the property 
owner, the bank, the city, the community) can make the re-opening of the Destin pool or the 
construction of a new pool a reality. In a city surrounded by water, with a thriving family and 
athletic community and steadily increasing number of children, a lack of a public swimming 
pool is a tragedy.  A pool in Destin should be a priority for all of us. 
 
 
The past few months were clouded with accusations, suspicions and frustrations following 
City Manager Greg Kisela’s accusation of my misuse of the city credit card. Days after his 
allegation, personal use of his own card was discovered as well as on the Mayor’s card.  As 
a result, the State Attorney decided to investigate everyone in the city with a city credit card. 
On Dec. 29th, the State Attorney officially announced the investigation was closed ,noting no 
wrongdoing or criminal intent. 
The takeaway from this experience is recognizing a need for the city to create safeguards 
and policies to protect everyone. I am glad the case is closed and we can return to focusing 
on the real issues affecting Destin. 
Thank you to everyone who saw this situation for what it was and stood in support and 
solidarity with me. 
 
 
 
 
There are several important issues up for deliberation on upcoming city council agendas. 
Here are a few that should pique your interest: 

 

January 4 

Discussion concerning creation of an interlocal agreement to fund additional Fire Rescue/

Sheriff’s Officers for Spring Break. 

My thoughts: Destin contributes approximately 70% of all bed tax revenue.  TDC  spends 

significant amounts to attract tourists to the entire Emerald Coast area. Shouldn’t they also 

provide for their safety while they are here rather than placing the burden on our taxpayers? 

Conservation/HDR Land Use—Destin Pointe area 

My thoughts: How, when and why was zoning changed originally? Return to original intended 

designation. 

January 19 (expected) 

Heritage Park discussion surrounding easement/agreement with BI, Inc. 

 
 

MEETINGS: 

City Council: January 4 and 19, 6pm @ Annex 

CRA: January 4, 5:30 @ Annex 

LPA: January 7, 5:30 @ City Hall 

Public Works/Safety: January 12, 5:30 @ City Hall 

Harbor CRA-AC: January 13, 5:30 @ City Hall 

Special Magistrate: January 14 and 28, 5:30 @ City Hall 

Town Center CRA-AC: January 20, 5:30 @ City Hall 

Destin Youth Council: January 28, 4:00 @ City Hall 

   

                     

  

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 
Councilmember—Destin City Council 

pramswell@cityofdestin.com 
City Hall: 850-837-4242 
Home: 850-837-8406 

www.PrebbleRamswell.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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