
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
     
     I am regularly asked about the bed tax distribution and how it is allocated and by whom.  In 
Okaloosa County, the bed tax (also known as the tourist development tax) is 5% on accommodations. 
Each percentage of the 5% is required to be spent on certain items.  As an example, and the topic of 
this discussion, the first percentage is required to be spent on beach park facilities or beach 
improvements, beach and waterway maintenance, renourishment, restoration, enhancement, access, 
and tourist destination facilities; the second percentage is earmarked for lifeguard services and 
protection and various visitor and tourist services. All short-term rentals in the city of Destin are subject 
to the Tourist Development Tax. Short-term rentals on Okaloosa Island, , portions of Fort Walton 
Beach, portions of Mary Esther and Cinco Bayou are also subject to the Tourist Development Tax 
(http://www.okaloosatax.com/services/tourist-tax/).  (Note: some reports also include portions of Ocean 
City) 
     The Tourist Development Council is charged with the distribution of these funds throughout the 
county– decisions made by their nine appointed board members of which three must be elected 
officials.  “Approval of a motion requires a simple majority vote of the Council members present and 
voting. Five (5) Council members shall constitute a quorum of the Council for purposes of conducting 
business” (TDC Bylaws, 2013). This information is important because the majority of the council is not 
from Destin.  
    For fiscal year 2014, Okaloosa’s bed taxes were up 9.3% to $14.7 million, up from $13.5 million in 
2013. Destin consistently accounts for the majority of bed tax dollars– the lion’s share, in fact. Destin 
accounts for 60-70% of all the bed tax collected in Okaloosa County (Okaloosa County Tax 
Collector Revenue Reports FY14). 
     Now– back to my original point. Let’s look at the numbers.  In Okaloosa, there are only two 
municipalities with beach access and guards– Okaloosa Island and Destin.  Destin covers more than 
double the beach area and hosts more than double the visitors to the beach than Okaloosa Island 
(USLA).  Destin and Okaloosa Island each receive 50% of the funds allocated to lifeguard services. 
Proportionate– no, but at least this is a 50/50 split.  However, this is where any semblance of equity 
seems to disappear.   
     For FY2014, TDT has line items under percentage one that include: $500k for beach accessway 
improvements, $271k for beach park improvements, $19k for dune walkover improvements, $1.4m for 
beaches and parks maintenance, $877k for operations and maintenance, and $145k for personnel. 
Because there are only two municipalities with beach access, these numbers reflect distribution 
between Destin and Okaloosa Island.  However, the only portion of these dollars Destin receives is for 
the upkeep of James Lee Park.  We have not received funds to pay for maintenance of all our beach 
parks, accesses and facilities nor their needed capital improvements, operations and personnel.  
Destin is not receiving funds to have facilities including beach safety towers or beach-side command 
headquarters for emergency personnel (to include OCSO) that allow for a significantly reduced 
response time that can mean the difference between life and death.  Destin has not received funds for 
beach capital improvements nor emergency access repairs, such as the current significant issue at the 
Shirah St. access. 
     I recently met with Commissioner Windes, Director Ed Schroeder and John Hofstad of the TDC, 
and Rep. Gaetz to discuss the situation.  It was agreed that Destin did not “seem” to be receiving an 
equitable amount of funds.  When queried about how to receive said funds, a procedure was outlined 
that included preparing a proposal to present to the TDC board for a vote.  I immediately spoke with 
City staff and this proposal package is now being compiled.   
      I trust that the TDC voting board will see the need for equality in its fund distribution despite the lack 
of a proportionate number of members from Destin, especially considering the significant amount of 
bed tax revenue that comes from Destin. All we are asking for is what is necessary and just.  The 
largest contributor to the bed tax shouldn’t be receiving the least, particularly in the areas in which their 
contributions are greatest.  I have made it my top priority to see that Destin gets its fair share of these 
bed tax dollars so our beaches remain the safest, most beautiful beaches on the Gulf– a mecca for 
residents and tourists near and far. 

  

 
One of the key issues I discussed during my campaign last year was Destin’s serious stormwater 
problem.  I have continued to focus on this issue and have been pleased to see other officials 
taking notice. As noted last month, it was tremendously helpful to be awarded a $3.6m stormwater 
grant, and I felt it was only the beginning of a greater focus to remedy our severe problem. 

  I am pleased to announce that the Legislature will be taking a look at ways to assist municipalities 
with such problems. Our number one issue right now is Heritage Run.  Initially believed to require 
a $350,000 pump, further exploration has determined the problem is much more severe. The 
repair will require the installation of a large wet well, automatic pump, and generator with an 
estimated project cost of $1,000,000. 

  Because of the significant cost and impact to the community, I was pleased to present this 
stormwater project to our Representative as he meets with the legislature for preliminary budget 
discussions addressing potential funding of high priority stormwater needs in Florida. The City is 
also preparing a formal grant application to the State of Florida’s Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Appropriations Committee’s Water Projects Program as we try and tackle this immense 
problem from all available angles. I am cautiously optimistic but have high hopes that we will 
receive assistance in some form because of the truly devastating situation in Heritage Run– a 
situation that will only worsen with time. 

 

YMCA:  The bankruptcy proceedings are complete and property within the old Y has been 
removed for auction. Mattie Kelly is meeting with various groups who have submitted proposals 
for its takeover, including the Emerald Coast Fitness Foundation, Inc., which is also in talks to 
assume the former Fort Walton Beach Y. 
 
Former Strip Club Property: The City is preparing to sell the property as surplus; there will 
be no leasing.  An appraisal is forthcoming. 
 
Crab Island Community Forum: The meeting had a packed house and many great 
suggestions.  Three take-aways: majority in favor of a HQ boat or tower, a safety corridor for 
emergency access, and greater public effort to inform tourists of rules such as no glass or nudity. 
 
High School Zoning: The Destin Youth Council presented a request for Council Support 
for Choice Zoning in Destin.  I was pleased to make the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Norriego Point: New fencing is in place; Phase One scheduled to begin Labor Day weekend. 
 
Main Street: A walk-through with a concerned citizen indicated buried, non-functioning 
sprinklers that have led to extensive dying landscaping. Vision-impaired pedestrian crossing 
mats are in disrepair, missing, and often raised posing a tripping hazard. Several street lights are 
out. City Staff has been notified and will be resolving. 
 
Meetings: 
City Council: Feb. 2- 6pm;  Feb 17- 6pm  
Public Works/Safety: Feb. 10, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Harbor CRA-AC:  Feb. 11, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Florida’s Transportation Visioning Regional Forums: Feb. 12, 1-5pm @ Emerald Coast 
Convention Center 
State of the City Address: Feb. 12– 5:30 PM; Destin Community Center 
Town Center CRA-AC: Feb. 18, 5:30 PM @ City Hall 
Airport Compatibility Advisory Committee: Feb. 24, 10:00 AM @ Destin City Hall Boardroom  
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Hello Friends! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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