
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 

A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

Heritage Park was to be Destin’s Gateway to the Harbor.  Originally conceived in 
2006, ten years later the park remains a concept rather than a reality because of  
multiple snags and delays.  The largest issue surrounds an ingress/egress easement 
on the west side of the property adjacent to BI, Inc, utilized for decades for access to 
the harbor. My research shows this 8’ easement on all titles and deeds (or language 
specifically noting encumbrances including easements) dating back to the original.  
The only exception is the 2006 warranty deed between the city and the Land Trust. 
 
Mr. Dewey Destin, representative of BI, Inc., has appeared in Council and Harbor 
CRA meetings explaining their position and willingness to work with the city. By all 
appearances, he is going above and beyond in his offers of compromise and desire to 
cooperate.  I remain confused as to why private mediation between BI, Inc. and City 
Manager Greg Kisela and Land Use Attorney Scott Shirley has been unsuccessful.  A 
mediation between the parties at the behest of Council held last week apparently 
failed.  Why?  I look forward to answers when the issue is discussed publicly March 
7th at the City Council meeting. 
 
Chapter One of the city’s Comprehensive Plan, otherwise known as the Future Land 
Use Element, is back up for its second reading on March 7th. As most of you are 
probably aware, I have been vocal in my displeasure with the process that led to the 
finished product. 
This document was to reflect the wishes of the majority of the community through 
public meetings dubbed Envision Destin.  In concept, this was wonderful.  In reality, 
not so much. I don’t believe the overall community’s desires were incorporated.  I 
believe a vocal few had their wants included.  I have been inundated with phone calls 
and emails from folks who agree, telling me this is not the future plan of Destin as 
envisioned by the people. 
New concerns regarding impartiality have surfaced after the resignation of key 
Comprehensive Plan scribe Ken Gallander. His resignation was based on his 
voluntary testimony (in the form of an affidavit) in support of developer Peter Bos in a 
legal proceeding against Holiday Isle. I think approval of this Comp. Plan Chapter 
One needs to be postponed to allow for review by a fresh set of eyes, especially in 
light of new facts that could have led to bias.  The second reading is scheduled for 
March 7th. 
 
It’s that time again!  Election Time!  This year, there are four council seats open in 
addition to the Mayor’s seat.  That means you get to vote for four candidates and 
a mayor.  There are 11 people qualified for the council seats and two for mayor.  
With such a large field, it is important that we all get an opportunity to listen to the 
candidates ideas and perspectives on the issues that affect us all. 

The Destin Log and the Destin Chamber of Commerce will host a candidate forum 
expressly for this purpose.  The forum will be held Thursday, March 3rd at 5:30pm 
at Destin United Methodist Church.  Hope to see you there! 

 

It’s the 7th Week of 2016 Session - 11 Days until the End of Session!  One piece 
of legislation I am passionately supporting is the expansion of allowable uses of 
Tourist Development Tax (TDT) revenue.  This expanded service would allow for 
bed tax dollars (up to 10% above current use) to be used to fund additional public 
safety personnel necessary as a result of tourism. 
My support began with a meeting requested by Rep. Drake after I was informed of 
his HB1203 which specifically addressed this issue. I shared the data I have been 
collecting for two years and suggested I work with Rep. Gaetz who was including 
a variation of this bill in the House tax package.  I then met with Rep. Gaetz who 
asked that I provide testimony to the House Finance & Tax Committee on Feb 3rd.  
I was more than honored and grateful for the opportunity to do so, and was thrilled 
to see it pass. 

My next stop was the Senate, where their version of the bill (SB1520) was being 
met with resistance.  I reached out to multiple Senators asking for their support 
and requesting the bill be placed on the agenda. 

It was a terrific surprise to receive a call from Sen. Gaetz’ office requesting I 
provide testimony to the Senate Community Affairs Committee on Feb. 16th. It 
was wonderful to see Sheriff Larry Ashley also provide testimony, and Fort Walton 
Beach City Manager Michael Beedie, and Fort Walton Beach Councilwoman Amy 
Jamieson there in support. We were all very pleased to see the bill pass 
unanimously. The next step is awaiting passage in the House appropriations 
committee (Mar.1) and Senate, followed by joint approval. Fingers crossed for this 
critical need. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES Mar. 3: Candidate Forum 5:30pm at Destin United Methodist Church 

 Mar. 7: CRA 5:30pm; City Council 6:00pm at the Annex 
Mar. 15: Election Day 

Mar. 21: City Council at 6:00pm at the Annex (Inauguration) 
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Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal 
to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of 
information on issues that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each 
offer a unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this 
community’s opinion carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  
Florida’s future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the 
same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.            
            

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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