
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 The community spoke and officials listened and followed through!  FDOT 
completed the installation of five pedestrian crossings in Destin aimed at 
increasing safety.  The crossings were placed at the busiest sections of 98 with 
the aim of providing safe crossing to pedestrians who increasingly were darting 
across the busy highway. 

Concerns were immediately raised because of a perception of slower traffic, 
but many people voiced an opposing argument observing that they would 
rather have traffic a bit slower if it meant saving lives. 

One report surfaced concerning a pedestrian being killed immediately after 
the crossings were activated.  However, the accident had actually occurred the 
day before. 

Another safe crossing came in the form of the greatly anticipated safety 
corridor through Crab Island.  This safety feature stemmed from a meeting held 
at Destin City Hall with Representative Matt Gaetz more than a year ago.  The 
town hall meeting resulted in awareness of a need for a safety corridor to allow 
emergency personnel access to the interior of Crab Island. Following meetings 
at the city and county levels, officials agreed to move forward with the corridor. 

Despite some delays due to permitting and procurement of buoys that could 
sustain the tides and wind in the Pass, the corridor is now in place. I hope this 
is one of many improvements in the area aimed at improving safety and 
promoting a healthy, safe and fun environment.  

 

 Our area has topped two national polls: ValuePenguin named our area the #1 
Best Location to Retire in the US, and MoneyRates named us the 5th best area 
to start a business. 

ValuePenguin used 24 data points from nine sources in three separate 
categories. The Crestview/Fort Walton Beach/Destin earned the coveted #1 
spot.  

On July 11th, MoneyRates.com released the results of its first study of the 
Best Cities for Young Entrepreneurs.  The Crestview/Fort Walton Beach/Destin, 
Florida made it into the top ten, tying for 5th place with Odessa, TX. Reported 
MoneyRates: “Its location on Florida's panhandle includes the junction of three 
major highways, which makes it a good hub for business activity. Florida also 
aids entrepreneurs by having one of the nation's lowest rates of business 
taxation. Additionally, the Crestview area has one of the highest portions of 
young adult affluence.”  

I am working with a group of citizens on a fact-finding mission for a Destin High 
School. A facebook page has been set up for community input: 
www.facebook.com/destinhighschool 

The City Council approved the hiring of interim City Manager Carisse LeJeune 
earlier this month. 

On July 20th, Walton County suspended the issuing of violations for structures 
and signs on beaches following the filing of a lawsuit. 
 
The hearings on the Port-o-Potty issue in Destin Pointe have been postponed 
til August 11 when witnesses and attorneys are all in town. 
 
June 28th, 5:30pm at the Destin Community Center 
The Destin Professional Firefighters and Fire Commissioners are holding a 
meeting on June 28th to discuss the issues that led to impasse over contracts. 
The public is encouraged to attend.  
 
The City Council has released City Attorney Jerry Miller from his contract and 
will be releasing an RFP for his replacement. 
 
The City Council voted 3-2 (two abstentions) in favor of proceeding with 
construction of Heritage Park despite potential litigation regarding the easement 
on the west side of the property.  
 
Okaloosa TDC Director Ed Shroeder has resigned.  The news follows 
procurement and payment issues concerning his contract with former Destin 
Mayor Sam Seever’s company Life’s A Beach Publications. 
 
The City Council CRA will meet at 5:30pm on June 25th to discuss issues at 
the Harbor including kiosks, wake zone, and requiring registrations. 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on issues that 
affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the same goal 
of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.                     
   
                         Prebble 
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“And on Sea” photo from the NW Florida Daily 

News: www.nwfdailynews.com/ news/20160723/

crab-island-emergency-corridor-success-so-far 

mailto:pramswell@cityofdestin.com?subject=Community%20input
mailto:ramswellreview@prebbleq.com?subject=Subscribe%20or%20unsubscribe%20request

