
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 

    If you drive around Destin, you might notice that some homes have multiple inoperable 
vehicles, boats, RV’s and more in their front yards.  Some residents have chosen to use front 
porches, front yards and driveways for storage.  I regularly receive emails and calls from 
concerned neighbors and other locals wondering why this, and other issues such as unmown 
grass several feet high, is allowed.  The answer is simple, though unacceptable.  We don’t have 
anything in our codes that renders such items as violations. 

     Several properties are situated near heavily-visited locations, such as the elementary school, 
and serve as a near daily reminder of improvements we need to make in our code.  That time 
has come.  At the Tuesday, September 8th meeting, the council will be discussing these issues 
and vote on whether to change our code to make such items violations. 

     Among the complaints I receive, people note that such properties cause a drop in property 
values, make selling difficult, often have rodent and pest infestations, and– are simply an 
eyesore to many. Those opposed cite private property rights. 

     Do you have a strong opinion on the subject?  Share your thoughts via email 
(pramswell@cityofdestin.com) or, better yet, attend Tuesday’s council meeting and voice your 
thoughts to aid in decision-making.  The meeting will be at 6:00pm at the Annex. 

 
 

 
     Many of you are aware of an email I sent a little more than a week ago to our city 
manager regarding problems at the Osteen public beach access. A public records search 
resulted in my letter going public and a reporter doing an article which appeared in the 
Destin Log and NWF Daily News. Because of the interest my email generated and 
because it is now public record, I have posted it in its entirety on my website, 
www.prebbleramswell.com.  The Log and Daily News articles are available through their 
websites. 

One concern I expressed was that people utilizing this beach access are deliberately 
being misled, and attempts are being made to have people believe there is no more 
public beach access at Osteen. Efforts are being made both by the Emerald Grande (EG)
beach folks personally and via signage that sends people away from the public beach 
area they have used for decades to an area further down by the jetty.  Further, for those 
people that actually do know they have the ability and right to use the beach at Osteen, 
the EG beach folks are harassing and attempting to intimidate them into either going 
elsewhere or provoking them into doing something prosecutable.  I experienced this first-
hand, as I was followed down the beach by the EG beach guys whom I began taking 
either video or photos of me as I walked along the water when I turned to face them. 
When I began walking toward them and raised my phone to take their picture, they ran 
out of line of sight into the row of chairs. 

I am gravely concerned about the overall situation at this access.  On top of the 
misdirection, intimidation, and the safety hazard created by the prop-dredged hole, this is 
no longer a family-friendly public beach spot- though it should be and needs to be once 
again.  The fact that the beach chair guys even attempted to intimidate me when they had 
no idea who I was other than NOT an Emerald Grande guest whom was shuttled over, 
speaks volumes.  It is abundantly clear that they have been directed to make locals feel 
uncomfortable to the extent of intimidation and harassment. 

I am happy to report that our city manager initiated immediate talks with Emerald 
Grande/Parcel B representatives and the sign directing people into the dunes has been 
removed. This is one small step in the right direction.  I now await and am working on 
resolution regarding the dangerous conditions caused by the now infamous hole.   

I would like to hear your thoughts… contact me any time. 

 

 
 
 
     City staff, council and concerned residents have had several discussions in previous 
months about the increasing problems associated with short-term rentals. Concerns 
include noise, trash, parking, safety, occupancy, and much more. 

I and the council have heard your concerns, made recommendations, and are 
now going to share some changes designed to address many of the concerns.  On 
September 21st, the council will be reviewing proposed changes that I believe will be a 
significant step in remedying many problems.  Among the changes to be discussed is a 
new short-term rental registration fee, a noise policy, and a dedicated code enforcement 
officer who will focus on short-term rental issues. 

I encourage you to attend this council meeting (and all council meetings!) and offer 
your comments and insight. 
 
 
 
 
State Representative Run? 
In the August issue of the Ramswell Review, I asked you to weigh-in on a possible run for 
State Representative.  I was floored by the support and well wishes I received.  Incredibly, 
I only received a handful of responses stating that I needed to stay with the city and not 
make a run at this time.  Perhaps a little back-handedly (if that’s a real word!), almost all 
of the responses said generally the same thing– “we really need you need here to 
continue helping our city, but we will support you no matter what your decision may be.” 

In light of these comments, I have decided to do just that– stay put. I am thrilled with the 
things we are accomplishing, the problems we are addressing, the good being done for all 
of Destin’s residents.  I will continue to fight for what is right and work to achieve the 
positive changes our residents want and deserve. 

There are now several qualified people, including our Mayor Mel Ponder, who have 
announced their candidacy.  With Mayor Ponder announcing his run, the Mayor seat will 
open next year.  This is an opportunity I would embrace as an even greater way to serve 
Destin.  I will wait, however, to cross that bridge when and if it comes.  Thank you all for 
your input and support.  

 

Street Signs 

The long-awaited street signage improvements are slowly being rolled out.  Already, the 
missing street sign from the unnamed road off 98 into Home Depot has been placed— 
say “hello” to Triumph St!  Look for other new signs and improved readability in the 
coming weeks.  These should help traffic– at least a little! 

 

Taxi Regulations 

The new taxi regulations will be unveiled and discussed at the Sept. 21st council. 

 

MEETINGS: 
City Council: Sept 8th and 21st, 6pm @ Annex 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

           

  

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 
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Hello Friends! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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