
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A monthly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. However, please be sure to direct any correspondence related to  

city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Destin 
City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a transcript of 

the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
    The 20’ rule is a tricky subject, even among those folks who think they understood it.  Here is 
some history: 
 
In 2009, the city entered into an agreement with the OCSO called the “Destin Beach Trespass  
Directive.”  The agreement was the result of multiple discussions amongst city officials, 
residents, law enforcement, beach vendors, and homeowners.  Here is the key component: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

However, people have begun examining the document more closely and developing various 

interpretations based on their respective interests. Further complicating the matter are beaches 

that have been renourished and property owners whom actually do own into the water. 

The 100 days of summer are a wonderful time, but they are also stressful and often frustrating 

as public accesses fill quickly. Though the issues we face typically surface during this time frame 

and ease after Labor Day, this year the problem has been more widespread and contentious 

than before…. Moving forward this time may require more than an end to the season. 

 

 

For the past few months, I have been asked a certain question with increasing 
frequency: Are you going to run for Rep. Matt Gaetz’s seat?  At first I was surprised, as 
I was so new to the political realm and serving Destin. As time has passed, however, 
the question changed to more of a testimony for why I should consider it. 
 
What I am hearing now is that, relative newcomer or not, the community wants a State 
Representative who can be an active and productive advocate for our area, someone 
who is willing to fight for what is right and do the necessary research and footwork to 
best serve the interests of our district. 
 
You honored and humbled me by casting enough votes in my direction to land me at 
the top of the city council’s eight-candidate race my first time running.  I hope you all 
see how diligently I am working to earn that faith you placed in me and seek positive 
change for Destin. I would continue with this same determination and dedication on 
behalf of our area as your State Representative.  
 
I am ready, willing and able to take this next step toward helping our community 
but, as I am in the middle of my City Council term, I wouldn't want to pursue 
another position unless I had the support of those whom elected me. You put me 
here, it’s you I serve. 
 
Let me know your thoughts. If you think I should continue serving Destin on the city 
council as you elected me to do, tell me.  If you would like me serve Destin in a bigger 
and broader capacity at the state level, let me know. If response steers me to move 
forward with a campaign for State Representative, I will need your support and financial 
contributions to be successful.   
 
Regardless of which way opinion falls, know that I will continue on as before– giving 
100%.  It is an honor to serve you all in any capacity.  Thank you for caring about our 
community and its future. 
 
 
 
 
Canin and Associates are the folks behind the city’s Envision Destin meetings.  Canin 
has held two rounds of meetings-each round occurring over the span of a couple days 
and focusing on a different part of town. The first set of meetings was fact-gathering 
and community input.  From these meetings, Canin compiled and analyzed the 
collected data and created a report of the findings and recommendations.  The second 
round of meetings, which occurred this week, served to discuss the results.   
 
I am impressed with how thorough and professional Canin has been.  They took great 
steps to ensure impartiality and have maintained an open-mind. The preliminary results 
have been incredible.  It has been great to see how the concerns and ideas voiced by 
our residents have come to life on paper in graphic representations and 3-D imagery. 
 
I am excited to read and see the final report and look forward to seeing how we can 
implement these ideas for Destin’s future. For more info visit http://envisiondestin.com/, 

 
 

INFO: 
The Board of County Commissions (BCC) will be reviewing the proposal for the safety corridor 
on Crab Island at their August 4th BCC meeting. 
 

The Okaloosa County Restore Act Committee voted to recommend to the Okaloosa County 
Board of County Commissioners BOTH the Heritage Park project on the Harbor ($1.25M) and 
the renovations to Clement Taylor Park ($750K) as part of the Pot 1 Restore money received 
from Deepwater Horizon.   The BCC will likely review the recommendations at their Aug. 18th 
meeting. 

 

MEETINGS: 
Mid-Bay Bridge Authority: Public meeting on increasing tolls; July 28th 6pm @ Annex 

City Council: Aug. 3rd and 17th, 6pm @ Annex 

Board of Adjustment: Aug. 5th, 5:30 @ City Hall 

Budget Workshop: Aug. 10th, 5:30 @ Annex 

Envision Destin Workshop: Aug. 11th, 5:30 @ City Hall Annex 
Public Works/Public Safety: Aug. 11th, 5:30 @ City Hall 
Harbor CRA: Aug. 12th, 5:30 @ City Hall 
Town Center CRA: Aug. 19th, 5:30 @ City Hal 
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Prebble Q Ramswell 
Florida’s Future Begins With Us! 
Councilmember—Destin City Council 

pramswell@cityofdestin.com 
City Hall: 850-837-4242 
Home: 850-837-8406 

www.PrebbleRamswell.com 

Hello Friends! 

Thank you for subscribing to my monthly newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is 
my goal to improve communication between the city and its citizens, and act as 
a conduit of information on issues that affect our community and future. 

There are many important issues to face in the coming weeks and months and 
it is important that we are all as educated and informed as possible so that we 
can make the best decisions for Destin.  I value your input and insight and am 
always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a unique and valuable 
perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s 
future begins with us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all 
have the same goal of  a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.   
                     

                         Best,  

                         Prebble 
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